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rrs  MANY  STRIKING  DEFECTS,  AND  SHEWING  THE 
NECESSITY  FOR  STILL  FURTHER  CORRECTIONS, 
IN  ORDER  TO  ASSIST  IN  CONSTITUTING  A  WORK 
SO  GREATLY  WANTED,  IN  AS  PERFECT  A  STATE 
AS  THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  THE  UNDERTAKING; 
WILL  PERMIT,  AND  THE  MAGNITUDE  OF  THE 
SUBJECT  requires; 
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INTERSPERSED  WITH 

A  Variety  of  Formula  from  that  Publication, 
and  other  new  ones  introduced : 


IN  A 


LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE, 

SELECTED  OUT  OF  THE 

MEMBERS  of  the  ROYAL  COLLEGE  of  PHYSICIANS, 

TO  REFORM  THE 

OLD  PHARMACOPEIA, 

A  Proof  of  which  Reformation  is  prefented  in  the 
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Specimen. 
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“  Cane  pejus  et  Anguej  quae  figmenta,  Superftitiones,  et  Imaginationes 
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SPECIMEN  ALTERUM  PHARMACO- 

^  ’  ' 

PiEIiE  LONDINENSIS,  1787. 


Gentlemen. 

V  1  '  . 

When  we  firft  heard  of  the  intention  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  to  revife  and  correct 
the  old  London  Pharmacopeia,  and  makefuch 
additions  as  experience  and  fcientific  knowledge 
authorifed,  we  received  the  higheR;  fatisfa&ion, 
well  aware  that  fuch  a.  work  was  much  wanted ; — > 
we  waited  impatiently,  and  lamented  that  year  af¬ 
ter  year  elapfed  before  we  were  favoured  with  any 

B  proof 
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proof  that  our  wiihes  would  be  gratified  : — but 
being  confcious  how  arduous  a  tafk  they  had  un¬ 
dertaken,  we  ceafed  to  murmur,  hoping  that  de¬ 
lay  would  be  compenfated  by  the  accuracy  and 
elegance  of  the  performance. — At  laft  we  were 
prefented  with  a  fpecimen ;  this  we  looked  upon  as 
a  bill  of  fare— prefented  for  the  obfervation  of  the 
faculty  in  general,  and  foliciting  the  afliflance  of  all 
thofe,  w'ho  were  inclined  to  add  their  mite  in  fur- 
nifhing  improvements,  either  by  corredting  what 
appeared  not  moil  perfedt,  or  adding  what  might 
have  efcaped  attention,  or  be  to  them  un¬ 
known.— Nor  will  the  conjedlure  be  eileemed  dif- 
refpedlful— for  though  a  learned  body,  well  verfed 
in  the  medic  art,  it  will  not  be  prefumed  all  know¬ 
ledge  belonging  to  that  fcience  centers  in  them ; — ? 
particularly  when  we  refledl  how  limited  are  the  bell 
informed  underfcandings  in  invefbigating  caufes 
ot  diieafe — how  uncertain  in  difcovering- — how 

latent  the  principles — what  diyerfity  in  conftitu- 

• 

tions ; — how  far  fhort  we  fall  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Modus  O'perandi  medifaminum — and  how  lit¬ 
tle  able  to  account  for  a  variety  of  caufes — Non 
imnia  pojfumus  omnes\ — numbers,  therefore,  whofe 
abilities  were  by  no  means  contemptible,  Grangers 


to 


f 


(  $  );  ' 

to  prefiiming  arrogahce,  offered  voluntarily  fuch 
obfervations  as  were  founded  on  reafon,  and 
fupported  by  pradtiee— in  hopes  of  meliorating 
the  fecond  edition  3— but  after  one  year,  when  it 
made  its  appearance  under  the  title  of  Specimen 
alter um— they  were  found  unnoticed. 

•?  G.,  •  ’[{  /r ;  *•  ^  i 

'  Now  in  a  profelfion  like  phyfic,  when  the  pro- 
fefforsare  confidered  as  the  guardians  of  health,  the 
community  at  large  have  a  claim  upon  their  ex-* 
ertions ; — and  moral  duty  fhould  flimulate  them  to 
offer  every  affiflance,  that  may  tend  to  univerfal 
good  3—it  is  mean,  and  below  the  dignity  of  man,  for 
a  phyfcian  to  confider  himfelf  alone  the  object  of 
his  own  attention  3* — he  fhould  deal  forth  his  bounty 
with  a  liberal  hand — let  his  difcoveries  be  diffu- 
five  3 — for  pity’s  fake,  aid  the  oppreffed,  and  in 
benevolence  and  charity  imitate  his  God. 

The  rejedtiori  then  of,  or  inattention  to,  many 
things  which  have  been  offered  to  you,  has  called 
forth  our  labor  in  this  public  manner,  that  the 
world  may  judge  how  competent  you  are  to  ftand 
alone  in  this  great  work  you  have  undertaken ; 
whether  you  have  done  all  that  can  be  done;— 

B  2  whether 


whether  a  different  plan  than  what  you  have  pur-r 
fued  would  not  have  been  more  perfect, — and 
whether  the  adoption  of  many  particulars  would  not 
have  done  more  honour  to  your  judgement,  than 
the  rejection  ? — To  pull  down  a  temple  is  eafy, 
but  to  ereCt  one  requires  being  well  verfed  in  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  architectural  art,  and 
certain  in  the  effeCts  produced  by  their  combina¬ 
tions.  So  is  it  in  phyfic — but  as  nice  caution  and 
faithful  trials  long  continued,  are  neceffary  for  the 
approbation  of  any  medicine,  fb  no  lefs  circum- 
fpe&ion  is  requifite  in  their  extinction. 

For  medicines  which  have  flood  the  tell  of  time, 
the  only  true  criterion  of  their  value,  though  they 
want  the  garb  of  modern  elegance,  fliould  not 
be  altered,  or  expunged,  but  on  the  moft  irrefra¬ 
gable  proof  of  improvement,  or  inefficacy  with 
refpeCt  to  their  aCtion ;  or  if  altered  at  all,  the  al¬ 
teration  fhould  not  be  formed  on  the  whim fi cal  or 
confequential  opinion  of  one  man,  or  any  fet  of 
men,  but  only  on  the  folid  bafis  of  long  experi¬ 
ence. — For,  a  priori,  we  cannot  afcertain  how  any 
new  fnnple  will  aCl,  when  thrown  into  the  confli- 

tution  5  neither  form  a  knowledge  of  any  of  its 

*■  # 

qualities 
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qualities  out  of  the  machine,  nor  its  component 
parts — whether  fimply,  or  chemically  examined ; 

j  >  .  i 

—-nor  can  we  pofitively  fay,  when  medicines  are 
compounded  of  many  materials,  how  far  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  may  aftift  each  other  in  their  action. 
Hence  is  it  clear,  that  the  introduction  of  new 
medicines,  and  the  alteration  of  old  ones,  or  their 
extinction,  fhould  not  be  permitted  but  on  the  mot 

critical  exactitude,  founded  on  experiment  for  a 

* 

feries  of  time. 


Though  we  are  by  no  means  inimical  to  alte-- 
rations,  where  fuch  are  fraught  with  any  utility,— 
yet,  when  not  fo,  the  attempt  is  ridiculous,  and  cre¬ 
ates,  if  no  other  ill  confequences,  at  leaf!  con- 
fufion. 


Nor  ought  the  change  of  terms  to  be  difappro- 
ved,  if  they  are  more  fcientific  and  expreffive;  but 
then  they  fhould  be  fo  commuted,  as  to  give  the 
mod:  perfect  idea,  and  in  the  mod;  eafy,  unexcep¬ 
tionable  mode,  of  the  thing  to  be  defcribed,  ei¬ 
ther  with  refpedl  to  its  component  parts,  or  powers 
of  a6lion  3  otherwife  men  will  be  bewildered,  led 


inter 


V 
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Into  error,  arid  oftentimes  guilty  of  irreparable  in¬ 
juries,  from  confounding  one  thing  with,  and  mis¬ 
taking  it  for  another. 

0 

*. 

Without  thefe  advantages,  old  names  had  bet- 
ter  be  referved,  to  which  men  have  been  long  ufed, 
though  uncertain,  than  new  ones  introduced,  which 
are  erroneous,  or  not  fcientiftcally  diftindive^ 

However,  on  the  above  confide'rations,  we  have' 
been  led  to  examine  the  Specimen  alterum 
Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis,  1787  : — -nor  mult 
you  be  offended  at  the  very  free  comments  we  may 
pals  upon  it.  All  characters,  from  the  minifter- 
to  the  mountebank,  the  nature  of  whofe  avocation 
expofes  their  addons  or  condud  to  the  public  eye,- 
are  indifputably  the  proper  fubjeds  of  public  ani- 
madverfion,  and  objeds  of  praife  or  cenfure,  as 
felf- inter  eft  or  caprice  may  dired  the  obfervers : 
But  in  works  like  yours,  fo  cemented  with  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  mankind,  if  judicioufly  executed;  if  not, 
fo  pregnant  with  mifchief ;  duty  calls  upon  us  to 
deted  errors,  if  any  fuch  there  are,  and  fhew  how 
they  may  be  avoided.  We  therefore  have  revifed 
■  •  ~  t he 
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the  whole  with  care  and  candour,  and,  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  talk,  have  not  found  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  a  work  the  moll  unexceptionable  we  have 
ieen. 

When  it  fird  fell  into  our  hands,  we  expelled  to 
be  prefented  with  not  only  the  errors  of  the  old 
Pharmacopoeia  expunged, — new  materials  certain 
and  efficacious  inferred $ — but  an  arrangement  of 
names  eafy,  fcicntific,  and  explanatory.  Wecon- 
fefs  we  have  been  deceived ;  but  as  we  honour  the 
profefiion,  conducted  on  the  liberal  and  generous 
principles,  of  humanity  benevolence,  and,  third 
for  truth — and  flatter  ourfelyes  you,  Gentlemen, 
are  actuated  by  the  fame  motives,  better  pleafed 
to  be  freed  from,  than  continue  in  error,  we  have  ' 
ventured  to  lay  before  you  our  objections,  with 
our  reafons,  impelled  by  impulfes  flmilar  to  thofe 
of  Sydenham  ' c<  Quantjcunque  fuerint  aliorum 

w  t 

<c  Conamina — femper  exidimavi,  mihi  vitalis  au- 
«  -  '  , 

“  rse  ufum  frudra  datum  fore,  nifl  et  ipfe  in  hoc 

“  dudio  verfatus  fymbolum  aliquodutcunque  exi- 

guum,  in  Commune  Medicine  fErarium  con- 

£c  tnbuerim.”- — Sic  exiftimamus  : — and  as  we  may 

pot,  perhaps,  be  fortunate  enough  to  contribute 

much 
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much  by  adding,  we  fhall  at  leaft  endeavour  to  do 
what  we  can  by  correcting — and  firft  begin  with 
the  names  as  altered,  and  then  proceed  in  regular 
order  through  the  more  material  parts  of  the  per¬ 
formance. 

Confidering  the  improvement  made  in  che- 
miftry  and  pharmacy,  within  thefe  late  years,  the 
greater  certainty  we  are  arrived  at  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  component  parts  of  bodies  j  the  erro- 
neouo,  obfcure,  and  abfurd  denominations  affixed 
in  the  old  Difpenfatory,  we  mull  allow  fome  alte-f 
ration  was  neceffary  y  and  indeed  more  particu¬ 
larly  at  this  time  with  refpedt  to  chemical  fubftan- 
£es.  For  chemiftry,  which  e’erwhile  confifted 
chiefly  of  experiments  unclaffified,  and  might  be 
confidered  rudis  indigfjlaque  moles,  has  now,  by  the 
perceptive  powers  of  a  Bergman,  begun  to  be  for¬ 
med  into  a  regular  fyftem,  improved  by  Mons. 
de  Morveau,  Lavoisier,  Bertholet,  and  de 

Fourceoy,  and  taken  up  by  the  royal  academi- 

■?  1  - 

dans  at  Paris,  who  have  lately  favoured  the  world 
with  a  work,  entitled,  “  Methode  de  Nomen- 
clature  chemique — on  y  a  joint,  un  nouveau 

•  '  I  s  1  ,  ,  * 

c£  Syfteme  de  Caraderes  Chimiques,  adaptu  3 

“  cett^ 


-  -  (  ix  ) 

'  f  '  '  .  ...  i.  '  '  '•  ✓  '  •  v 

-  '  .  y  ..  ' 

^C'  cette  Nomenclature.  Free  MM.  Haffen- 
u  fratz.  &  Aden”  Publifhed  at  Paris,  1787/—* 
In  their  fpecifications  of  certain  materials,'  in  a  flare 
t)f  combination,  precifion,  and  knowledge,  go  hand 
in  hand,  as  they  ought ;  and  great  improvements 
have  been  made  on  the  hints  given  firfl  by  Mr, 
Bergman,  in  the  A&la  Upfalienjis , 

The  plan  upon  which  they  have  gone  appears 

judicious,  intelligent,  and  inftru&ive — and  fhould 

— '  *  * 

be  purfued for  certainly  the  adoption  of  liich 

terms  imift  be  moil  eligible,  which  conveys  the 
clearefl  information  of  the  bafis  and  component 
parts  of  which  any  body  is  formed,  where  pofTible, 
which  they  have  done.  Blit  fdmething  more 
feems  neCefTary;  for  terms  fhould  be  rendered 
eafy,  fhortj  arid  as  diftinCl  from  each  other  as  the 
nature  of  the  principles  of  thofe  bodies  they  are 
intended  to  defcribe  will  permit.  The  fewer 
words  to  which  they  are  reducible^  the  better. — • 
Or  where  the  conflituent  parts  are  too  numerous^ 
they  may  be  denominated  according  to  their  form, 
and  mofl  copious,  joined  with  the  mofl  a&ive,  in¬ 
gredient  ; — or  where  their  adtion  is  invariable,  that 
might  be  fpecified  in  conjunction,  with  the  fatten 

G  For 
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For  without  doubt  the  names  of  authors  annexed 

.  to  preparations  convey  no  ufeful  information — 
and  calling  them  according  to  their  allowed 
power,  is  vague  and  uncertain  in  general ;  in  as 
much  as  the  fame  medicine  in  different  dofes,  ex- 

,,  _  4  . 

erts  different  effects  s — others  of  them  do  not  al¬ 
ways  produce  fuch  as  the  title  fpecifies,  but  now 
and  then  contrary  adtions  according  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  ftate  of  it  under  various  circum- 
ftances ; — and  fome  have  different  powers,  fo  equal, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh  which  is  the  molt 
active,  on  all  which  accounts  the  neceffity  of 
change  is  obvious ; — and  in  imitation  of  the  filter 
arts,  which  labour  at  fimplicity  and  precifion,  thefe 
alterations  ffiould  be  the  leaft  complex ; — formed 
in  a  mode  concife  and  philofophic,  adapted  to  the 
principles,  or  properties,  generally  known,  and 
univerfally  allowed: — fuch  names  will  then  (land 
fo  long  as  the  principles  exift,  and  be  expreffive 
in  every  kingdom,  and  to  all  bodies  of  men  pro¬ 
perly  informed  ; — or  who  purfue  the  chemical, 
pharmaceutical,  or  medic  art,  on  any  rational  prin¬ 
ciples:— to  fools,  quacks,  and  trading  chemifts, 
the  labor  will  be  ufelefs,  and  the  belt  terms  unin¬ 
forming. 


How 
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How  far  thefe  purpofes  are  anfwered,  t  will  be 
fhewn,  by  an  examination  of  the  annexed  table, 
where  we  have  inferted  fome  of  the  names  of  the 
old  Pharmacopeia,  and  of  the  Specimen  Alterum 
as  changed,  and  propofed  others ; — fo  that  at  once 
we  might  fupply  a  comparative  view,  declaratory  of 
the  merit  you  have  had  in  the  alterations  of  the 
former  appellations,  and  ihew  whether  names  bet¬ 
ter  adapted  might  not  have  been  feleCted.  For 
from  you,  who  are  looked  up  to  as  the  heads  of 
your  profeflion, — we  expeCt  .nothing  trifling, 
dubious,  or  uncertain ; — but  every  thing  as  per¬ 
fect  as  the  progrefliver  improvements  of  the  art 
can  furnifli  j — under  fuch  expectations  are  your 
works  to  be  examined.  “  Sedulo  omnino  Medi- 
<c  ci  navanda  efl:  opera,  quo  is,  qui  in  artis  ncftrse 
<c  ftudio  fruCtuofe  verfari,  eamque  non  perfunCtorie 
ec  excolere  nititur,  mature  ea  addifcat,  quas  natura- 
iC  lem  judicandi  facultatem  acuunt,  £t  intendunt; 
<c  et  qu^  viam  et  methodum  veritatem  inveniendi, 
<c  illamque  ab  errcre  et  confufione  difcernandi  di« 
£C  lucide  monftrant,” 

.  y  ‘ 

•  ^ 

C  z  Nomina 
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Nomina  anti  qua  Phar¬ 
macopoeia  Londi- 
mcnjisy  1746. 


Oleum  Vitrioli 
Spiritus  Nitri 
Spiritus  Salis 
Flores  Berizoes 


Sal  Abfinthii 
....  Tartari 

Lixivium  Sapona- 
rium 


Sal  volatis  Salis 
Ammbniaci 
Spiritus  Salis  Am- 
moniaci 


T^rtari  cryftanj 

Tartarum  folubile 

Tartarian  vitrio¬ 
latum 

Sal.  Diureticus 

Sal.  Catharticus 
Glauber! 


} 

s 

i 

} 

} 

1 

} 


Nomina  nova  Specimi- 
7/ is  alien  P  bar  mac. 
Londinenjis ,  1787. 


Caufticum  Lunare 


! 


Flores  martiales 
Chalybis  Rubigo 


Acidum  Vitriolicum 
Acidum  nitrofum 
Acidum  Mu/iaticum 
Flores  Benzoini 

Acetum  acetofum .  |- 

Alkali  vegetabile  if 
fixum  purifica-  £ 
turn  ,  ’ , 

Alkali  vegetabile  ' 
fol  utum 

Alkali  minerale ' 
depuratum 
Alkali  Ammonia-  ' 
cum  acetatum  3 
Alkali  Ammonia-  7 
cum  fol  utum  3 
Alkali  Ammonia-  7 
cum  purum  j 

Tartari  cryftalli  | 

Alkali  vegetabile  7 
tartarizatum  3 
Alkali  vegetabile  7 
vitriolatum  3 
Alkali  vegetabile  7 
acetatum  3 

Alkali  minerale  7 
vitriolatum  3 
Alkali  minerale  7 
Tartarizatum  3 
Alkali  volatile  A 
cetatum 

Argentum  nitra- 
tum 

Ferrum  tattariza- 
tum 

Fernlm  fcmmoni- 
acale  fublima 
turn 


} 


noniO 
lima-  > 

Ferrj,  rubigo  prae-  ? 
parata  j 


Nomina  nova  propa- 
Jit  a*  j 


Acidum  nitricum 

Acidum  bepzoicum 
Acetum  aceticum,^/ 
concentratum 

Pottafia  depurata 

Po tafia  caufiica  fo- 
luta 

Soda  cryilallifata 
Ammoniaca  ficca 
Ammoniaca  foluta 

Ammoniaca  cauftica 

Tartareum  depura-» 
turn 

Tartris  Potafix 
Vitriolum  PotaiLe 
Acetis  PotafTa; 
Vitriolum  Sodae 
Tartareum  Sodas 

Acetis  ammoniacalis 

Nitras  argenti  cau-. 
Iticus 

Tartareum  Ferri 

Ammoniacum  muri- 
aticum  cum  Ferro 

Oxydum  ferri  fufcura 


(  *5  ) 
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Noyuna  anti  q  ua  Phar- 
jnacop&itf  Londi- 
nenjis ,  1746. 

Nomina  nova  Specimi- 
72 is  alteri  Pharmac. 
Londinetijisy  1787. 

Sal  Vitrioli 

At. 

Me.rcurius  Cqjto-1 
fivus  Sublima-  > 
tus  3 

Mercurius  Dulcis  7 
(Calomel)  5 

Mercurius  Praeci-  7 
pitatus  albus  j 

Zincum  vitriolatum 
Zincufn  fublima-  7  1 
turn  3 j 

Hydrargy?us  mu-  / 
riatus  \  1 

Hydrargyrus  mu-  7 
riatus  mitis  3 

Hydrargyrus  prae-  7 
cipitatus  albus  3 
Hydrargyrus  a-ce-  7 
tatus  3 

Mercurius  emeti-  / 
cus  flavus  1 

Hydrargyrus  vi-  / 
triolatus  1 

Mercurius  Corro-  / 
fivus  ruber  \ 

Hydrargyrus  ni-  / 
tratus  ruber  f 

J 

Mercurius  calci- 7 
natus  3 

Hydrargyrus  cal-  7 
cinatus  3 

./Ethiops  Mineralis  ^ 

Hydrargyrus  ful-  / 
furatus  niger  f 

Cinabaris  fadlitia  ^ 

Hydrargyrus  ful-  / 

■  -  furatus  ruber  ( 

Crocus  Antimonii^ 

Antimonium  al-  / 
kalizatum  f 

1  l  ! 

Sulphur  AntimoO 
nii  precipita-  > 
turn  3 

Sulphur  Antimo- "7 
nii  precipita-  > 
turn  3 

Sulphur  Antimo-  ( 
nii  alkalizatum  ( 

Vitrum  Antimonii  > 

Vitrum,  Antimo-  / 
nii  f 

Nomina  nova  prop&<> 
Jha. 


Vitriolum  Zinci 
Oxydum  Zinci  fuij- 
i  limatum 

Vlurias  hydrargiri 
corrolivus 


fydrargirum  dulce 

VI  arias  hydrargiri 

Acet^s  hydrargiri 

Oxydum  hydrargiri 
acido  vitriolico 
confe&um 

Oxydum  hydrargiri 
acido  nitri  con- 
fe&um 

Oxydum  hydrargiri 
per  ignem 

Oxydum  hydrargiri 
fulfuratum  ni¬ 
grum 

Oxydum  hydrargiri 
fulphuratum  ru- 
brum 


Sulfuretum  alkali- 
num  antlmoniale 

Idem,  when  edulco¬ 
rated 

Oxydum  Antimonii 
fulfuratum 

Oxydum  Antimonii 
fulfuratum  auran- 
tiacum 

Oxydum  Antimonii 
fulfuratum  ru- 
brum 

Oxydum  Stibii  ful¬ 
phuratum  vitreum 


X 


(  *6  ) 


Nomina  anti  qua  Phar- 
macopaice  Londi- 
nevJtSy  1746. 


Calx  Antimonii 


Linimentum  Vo¬ 
latile 


} 


Spiritus  Salis  Am-  7 
moniaci  Dulcis  3 
Spiritus  Volatilis  } 
aromatic  us  3 

Spiritus  volatilis  7 
fastidus  3 

Tjndtura  Martis  7 
cum  Spiritu  Salis  3 


Saccharum  Saturni 


Nomina  nova  Specimi- 
nis  alteri  Pharmac. 
Londinenjis  ,  1 7  8  7 . 


Calx  Antominii 


inii  | 


Alkali  vegetabile  7 
fulfuratum  3 
Linimentum  Vo-  7 
latile  3 

Spiritus  volatilis  7 
fuccinatus  3 
Spiritus  volatilis  ] 
ammoniacus  \ 
Spiritus  volatilis 


C’aullicum  Anti- 
moniale 


1 


Tartarum  Emeti- 
cnm 


i 


arorpaticus 
Spiritus  volatilis  7 
fa^tidus  3 

Tin&ura  Ferri  7 
Muriata  3 

Spiritus  Vitrioli  7 
dulcis  3 

Spiritus  nitratus 
.dither  Vitrioli 
Plumbum  acetatum 
Acetum  Lythar-  7 
gytes  _  j 

Antimonium  mu- 


s 


riatum 
Calx  Antimonii  7 
muriati  3 

Antimonium  Tar- 
tarizatum 


Nomina  nova  props- 
fita. 


I 


Oxydum  Antimo¬ 
nii,  Nitro  confec- 
tum 

Sulfuretum  potaifae 

Sapo  ammoniacalis 

Spiritus  e  Sapone 
fuccinatus 
Spiritus  Ammonia¬ 
cus 

Spiritus  Ammonia¬ 
cus  aromaticus 
Spiritus  Ammonia¬ 
cus  fa^tidus 
Spiritus  cum  muriato 
Ferri 

Alchohcl  vitriol  icuj 

Alchohol  nitricus 
Aither  Vitriolicus 
Acetis  Plumbi 
Acetis  Plumbi  liqui- 
dus 

Murias  Antimony 
caufticus 

Oxydum  muriatis 
Antimonii 

Tartareum  Antimo- 
niale 


We 


(  17  ) 

We  have  here  feledted  thirty- fix  altered,  and 
fome  of  your  new  names,  out  of  one  hundred  and 
forty,  which  you  haye  adopted,  as  they  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  demonftrate  your  defedt  in  concifenefs  and 
perfpicuity,  thofe  effential  points  necelTary  to  be 
ftridtly  obferved  in  undertakings  of  this  fort,  and 
which  can  only  warrant  the  attempt. 

You  have  termed  the  alkalies— veg  stabile— 
miner  ale  and  volatile  reflectively,  which  you 
preferve  when  they  enter  into  any  compaction™ 
as  Alkali  vegetabile  acetatum ,  &c. — occafioning  a 
very  unpieafing  prolixity and  invariably  made 
ufe  of  them  in  the  faline  neutral  falts,  as  if  they 
were  the  moft  material  principle  forming  the  bafis 
of  fuch  falts ; — -which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
for  certainly  the  acid  claims  the  diftindtion — as 
will  be  proved  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ; — and 
you  have  alfo  placed  in  metalline  falts,  the  metal 
and  acid  in  the  fame  fituation  as  Zincum  vitriolatum ; 
both  which  are  clearly  erroneous. 

Now  all  this  might  haV*e  been  eafily  avoided* 

by 

1  /  ■  / 

* 


by  adopting  .the  term  pot  ass  a  *,  inftead  of  alkali 
•vegetabih'y  and  soda  infteadof  alkali  miner  ale  y  terms 
univerfally  known,  admitted,  and  as  defcriptive 

*  s 

as  thofe  more  compounded ;  and  ammoniac^ 
might  ftand  for  alkali  volatile ; — and  making  the 
acid  the  firft  diftindtive  denomination,  from  beings 
as  it  truly  is,  the  principal  conftituent  ingredient : 
hence  would  the  neutral  falts  be  called  by  the 
term  of  their  refpedtiye  acids,  receiving  their  ex- 
adt  fpecification  from  the  addition  of  the  fait  or 
metal,  whofe  union  with  them  forms  the  com¬ 
pound' — as 

/  *’  .  * 

VlTRIOLtTM  SOD^E 

MURIAS  S0D;£ 

Nitras  Potass^ 

>  r  *  , 

Acetis  Ammoniacalis1 

l  .  J  ' 

Murias  Hydrargyri,  See. 

Thefe  would  be  concife/  properly  defcriptive— 
and  eafily  remembered. — Plowever  as  we  mean  not 

s  i 

to  difpute  your  defpotic  power  £ — and  as  defpots 
can,  fafque  nefafque ,  do  what  they  will,  we  humbly 
attempt  only  to  recommemd  to  you,  thus  ruling  the 
medic  art,  fuch  modes  as  may  prevent  confufioh  ; 

*  See  page  22',  note- on  Potafli. 


I 


( 
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I  *X3Bm  ■  ROT  *  ‘  s  ’*  *  4  ;  /  .  *V 

— and  would  advife  your  ifluing  out  your  fiat 
commanding  the  word  olim  to  grace  every  phy- 
fician’s  prefcription ; — viz. 

Rj.  Alkali  vsgetabilis  fixi  purificati 

Olim 

Salts  tartari — vel  abjinthii , — &c. 

t  -  i  >  J  ■  . 

Or  the  apothecaries,  to  ornament  their  bottles, 
with  double  titles  ;  which  will  alfo  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  Handing  forth  emblems  of  the  dif criminative 

elegance ,  and  wonderful  power  of  your  mutative 
»  * 

genius . 

*  s 

__  \  "  ,  x 

Trifling  as  thefe  obfervations  may  appear,  on 

a  little  reflection,  if  you  will  condefcend  to  re¬ 
flect,  even  you  muft  fee  the  necefiity; — for  though 
we  have  allowed  philofophic  alterations  right  a- 
mongfl  fcientific  men,  yet  it  ought  to  be  confl- 
dered,  that  the  majority  of  the  difpenfers  of  me¬ 
dicine,  who  muft  have  recourfe  to  your  Pharma¬ 
copeia,  fcarce  know  what  fcience  means ; — and 
therefore  it  will  be  incumbent  on  you  to  inflitute 
fome  modes  for  the  prevention  of  fuch  errors  as 
might  be  injurious  to  thoufands  of  unhappy  iuf- 
ferers,  falling  under  the  hands  of  ignorance,  made 

,  D  more 


/ 


(  so  ) 

more  complete  by  the  perplexity  to  which  ypuf 
work  will  give  birth. 

_  *  » 

s 

However,  it  will  not  be  dilputed  that  the  two 
points  we  have  fpecified  in  the  altering  names — * 
concifenefs,  and  difLindbive  perlpicuity  fhewino- 
the  balls  or .  component  parts  of  the  materials 
named,  as  far  as  might  be,  fhould  be  particularly 
obferved : — and  fuch  diftin&ions,  where  bodies  are 
differently  compounded,  be  as  diftant  as  their  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  diverfity  of  letters,  will  permit— that 
the  memory  may  carry  them  with  eafe,  in  the  fijrft 
inftance  5  and,  in  the  fecond,  that  explanation  may 
wait  on  exprefiion in  both  which  points,  a  vaft 
variety  of  inflances  are  to  be  found  in  your  Spe-, 
cimen  alterum,  confirming  how  highly  defe&iye, 
you  have  been- 

*  ,  4  l  '  ' 

1  I  s  * 

You  have  termed  the  Nitrous  Acid— Acidum 
Nitrojum  ;■ — the  French  Academicians — Nitricum . 
becaufe  in  nitrous  acids  they  found  fome  material 
diffei  ence :  hence  the  term  nitrojum  is  given  to 
that  acid,  when  it  was  fuper-faturated  with  phlogif- 
ticated  air — and  nitricum,  when  notj — befides,  it  is 

more 


1 


0 


'  ;  C  21  -),  , 

tiiore  confentaneous  to,  and  uniform  with,  vitrio 

Ileum  and  muriatic  urn, 

,  ^  >• 

1  /  V 

You  have  retained  the  ridiculous  and  abfurd 

term  Flores >  for  what  reafon  cannot  be  difeovered^ 

and  added  Benzoes>  to  exprefs  what  at  this  day  is 

well*  known  to  be  a  proper  acid— how  difgraceful 

even  to  a  chemical  Tyro  !- — Acidum  benzolcum  would 

have  been  better,  as  more  exprefiive  and  fcientific. 

% 

Indeed  the  retention  of  the  name  calls  in  queftion  ’ 
your  chemical  abilities- — for  can  any  thing  be  more 
prepofterous,  than  for  men  who  fet  about  a  refor¬ 
mation  in  fcience,  avowedly  on  the  principles  of 
knowledge,  to  retain  a  term  which  conveys  no 

,  i 

knowledge — but  appears  only  the  random  fhot  of 
fomething  lefs  than  conje&ure — fince  another  per- 
feftly  expreffive  of  its  nature  may  be  fupplied, 

and  ought  to  be  adopted, 

✓ 

1  he  fame  accufation  lies  not  againft  you  with 

•  * 

regard  to  the  Acidum  acetofum — though  it  fhews 
you  not  minutely  converfant,  as  all  reformers 
ought  to  be,  with  chemical  inveftigation.  The 
term  has  been  given  to  diftilled  vinegar ; — now,  in 
a  prefeription  this  might  be  miftaken,  and  a  more 

D  a  impure, ' 


C  22  ) 

*  L 

impure,  as  well  as  a  weaker,  arid  made  life  of,  where 

>  '  I  •  "  *'  -  » 

a  ftronger  and  purer  was  required  \ — the  name, 

i  •  4  ■  '  * 

therefore,  fiiould  be  altered;  aceticum  might  do — but 
as  acidum  aceticum  has  been  given  to  the  radical 
vinegap,  fimilar  errors  would  moil  likely  occur — - 
ftill,  as  the  radical  vinegar  is  perfectly  faturated 
with  Oxygene  principles,  it  might  ftand  more  pro¬ 
perly  acetum  aceticum — by  which  means  a  very  ne- 
ceffary,  and  not  unchemical  difiin&ion,  will  be 
made.  Or  it  might  be  called,  to  prevent  confufion, 
fince  vinegar,  produced  by  decompounding  falls, 

formed  of  that  and  an  alkali,  is  acquired  in  its 

♦ 

molt  concentrated  (late — acetum  concentratum * 

4  i  *  \  *  * 

With  the  Alkali  vegetabile  Jixum  purificatum  we 
find  no  fault,  but  its  yrant  of  concifenefs  ;  and  as 
any  term  compriled  in  the  feweft  words  muft  be 

.  '  T 

confidered  the  moft  eafy  and  eligible — we,  there- 

r 

fore,  would  wilh  this  voluminous  appellation  re¬ 
duced,  after  the  manner  of  the  indefatigable  Berg¬ 
man,  into  Potajfa  *  depur  at  a.  The  alteration  of 

,  the 

*  Bergman  has  ventured  tp  form  this  word  for  the  fake  of 
brevity  from  Pot- ash — a  term  extremely  well  known  and 
ieceived  in  many  languages,  and  univerfally  among#  Che- 

milts— • 

11  ' 


.  ¥ 


/ 


(  n  ) 


the  term  Lixivium  faponarium ,  for  the  Alkali  vegs* 
labile  Joint  um ,  is  not  only  infufficient,  and  may  lead 
to  miftakes,  as  there  was  a  preparation  called  Alka~ 

% 

li  vegetabile  per  deliquefcentia  Jolutum — for  it  appears 
by  the  name  as  if  the  fubftances  were  the  fame,  ac¬ 
quired  only  by  different  operations ‘-this,  there^- 
fore,  will  be  more  judicioufly  diftinguilhed,  as  < 
well  as  more  concifely,  by  being  ranked  under  the 
appellation,  Pctajja  caufiica  *  Jolut a* 


The  fame  objections  lie  again  ft  the  Alkali  mine* 
rale  depuratum ,  as  the  Alkali  vegetabile  fixum  puri¬ 
fication — therefore,  for  the  fame  reafonS,  we  are 
defirous  of  having  it  called  Soda— and,  in  order 


mifh — -defcriptive  of  the  vegetable  alkali.  Nor'  can  we  find 
fault  with  the  liberty  here  taken,  but  rathpr  praife  the  inge¬ 
nuity  for  certainly  if  any  term  can  be  framed  more  eafy, 
and  more  concife  than  any  former  one  made  ufe  of,  and  at  the 

/  ,  J‘  v"  4 

fame  time  equally  exprefiive,  the  obvious  advantages  authorife 

*  '  *  "  9 

its  introduction,  and  fhould  recommend  its  general  adoption. 

#  The  term  Caustica  fhould  never  be  omitted  in  prepa¬ 
rations  where  fuch  a  power  exifis  in  any  medicament,  particu¬ 
larly  if  there  are  medicines  made  of  fimilar  materials,  only  in 
a  milder  fate  ;  to  enfure  the  certainty  of  preventing  very  dan¬ 
gerous  errors. 


I 


to 


/ 


C  u  ) 

to  diftinguifli  it  from  barilla ,  where  neceffary,  we 
would  have  the  term  cryfializata  added — -which 
will  never  be  requifite  in  a  neutral  fait. 

As  the  Alkali  ammoniacum  tier  at  um  will  hot  be 
found  equally  faturated  with  fixed  air,  when  made 
in  the  elaboratories  of  trading  chemifts — perhaps 
it  is  better  altered  to  the  term  Ammoniaca  ficca- ~ 
and  the  Alkali  ammoniacum  ]< olutum ,  in  uniformity  to 
the  ‘former — ammoniaca  Joint  a. 

Though  it  may  appear  philofophical  enough  to 
adopt*  as  you  have  done,  the  Alkali  ammoniacum 
purum>  yet  the  diftin&ion  is  not  fufficiently 
diftant  from  the  Jolutum — to  prevent  miflakes — * 
and  as  it  yet  only  remains  doubtful  amongfl  phi¬ 
lofophical  chemifts,  whether  it  does  not  contain 
cauftic  matter  in  its  compofition,  it  would  be  bet- 

"  r  ,  4,-  4  y  ‘  MX? 

ter  exchanged  for  ammoniaca  caujtica *,  till  the 
doubt  is  perfectly  cleared — hence  errors  too  im¬ 
portunate  to  be  run  even  a  rifque  of,  would  be  * 
avoided. 

» 

*  See  page  23,  note  os  Candies. 

It 
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It  being  uni  verbally  known,  that  the  Crystalli 
Tartari  confifted  of  the  acid  of  Tartar,  not  per^ 
fedtly  faturated  with  Potaifa,  or  vegetable  Alkali, 
the  French  Academicians  have  bellowed  on  this 
fubftance  the  term,  ‘Tartarus  acidulus  potajfe,  very 
properly,  fhewing  the  redundancy  of  tartarous 
acid  unfaturated ; — yours  makes  no  fuch  judicious 
diftindtion  j — but  as  this  is  the  copflituent  princi¬ 
ple  of  various  other  faline  fubftances — in  order  to 
diftinguifh  with  propriety,  and  prevent  prolixity  in 
appellations,  whenever  it  makes  the  principal  con¬ 
stituent  part  of  any  compound,  it  has  been  thought 

\ 

not  improper  to  call  it  Tartareum;— and  indeed 
the  fame  reafon  may  be  juftly  urged  for  the  alte¬ 
ration  of  the  alkali,  as  above  fpecified,  to  Po- 
taffa — and  Soda — particularly  as  they  convey  fimi« 
lar  ideas  of  the  fubftances  as  the  ipecified  alkalies  5 
becaufe,  in  the  chemical  art,  they  are  confined  to 
defcnbe  thofe  alkalies  only.  We,  from  thefe  rea- 
fons,  give  the  Cryftalli  tartari  the  denomination — • 
Tartareum  depuratum. 

The  following  term.  Alkali  miner  ale  tartarifatum , 
which  you  have  adopted  inftead  of  the  Sal  rupel - 
knfe^  betrays  at  leaft  great  inaccuracy,  and  fhews 

you 


you  not  thoroughly  converfant  with  the  prepara¬ 
tion  to  which  you  annex  fo  fpecific  a  name, — for 
this  appears  to  be,  if  we  take  our  idea  from  your 
name,  the  mineral  alkali  neutralized  with  acid  of 
tartar,  when  it  in  fa£t  contains  as  much  vegeta¬ 
ble  as  mineral  alkali,  and  therefore  becomes  a 
triple  fait.  Hence  there  will  be  more  judgment 

certainly  in  calling  it  Tartareum  foda — a  combina- 

/ 

nation  of  vegetable  and  mineral  alkali  with  the 
tartarous  acid — and  when  tartar  is  united  with  an¬ 
timony,  as  in  the  Tartar  emetic ,  which  you  ftile 

Antimonium  tartanizatum — for  ^  the  fame  reafons  it 

K  '  ■  •  1  1 

will  be  proper  to  affix  the  term,  Tartareum  AntU 

.  ■  t  “  *  $  .  . '  '  *  ‘  * 

pioniak. 

I  .  .  '  ,  •  V  •  )  •  t  .  .  £  L 

But  the  cafe  is  different  with  your  Alkali  vege¬ 
table  tartarizatum ,  which  is  only  a  double  fait  -3 — * 
for  here  the  excefs  of  acids,  which  adhered  to  the 
cryflaili  tatari,  is  neutalized  with  the  fame  al¬ 
kali  with  which  part  of  it  was  already  combined. 
Hence,  dtftinftionis  gratia ,  we  term  this  compo- 
fition,  Tartris  potajfe. 

*  \  1  » vV  %  -  t 

With  refpedt  to  the  names  you  have  bellowed 
upon  the  neutral  falts,  it  appears  that  you  have 

been 


(  V  ) 

beeri  guilty  of  the  moft  flagrant  deviation  from 
chemical  exadtitude.  To  the  united  opinions  of 
philofophie  chemifts,  founded  on  experiment,  you 
have  rurt  counter ;  and  we  fear  with  no  fufhcienti 
reafon  :  for  all  compofitions  fhould  certainly  receive 
the  name  of  the  folvents  firft — and  their  folvends 
afterwards,  in  neutral  falts,  as  well  as  in  other 
chemical  compounds.  You  would- think  a  man 
tnad,  or  enthuflaftically  Wedded  to  eccentric  opi¬ 
nions,  who  fhould  call  any  of  the  waters  by  the 
terms  of  their  ingredients  infufed,  andfubjoin  wa¬ 
ter  or  fpirits  afterwards — as.  Mentha  aqu<e—Ruta 
fpiritusy  &c.  The  fame  will  hold-  good  of  neu¬ 
tral  falts. 

Now  it  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Bergman  and 
Mr.  de  Morveau,  with  whom  moft  of  the  mo- 
dern  philofophers  have  agreed,  that  it  is  the  acid 
which  takes  up  the  alkali,  and  not  the  alkali  the 

acid.  And  it  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  all  the  metal- 

.  %  % 

line  falts.  The  acid  then  on  this  account  we  give 
as  the  firft  term  in  denominating  fucli  combina¬ 
tions,  wher c  you  ufe  the  alkali,  or  metal* 


It 


E 


It  may  be  urged,  perhaps,  that  there  can  be 
little  difference  whether  one  or  the  other  is  re¬ 
ceived,  fince  they  give  perfectly  the  fame  idea  of 
the  tertium  quid  produced.  It  may  be  fo — but 
you,  gentlemen,  are  looked  up  to  as  perfeCt  adepts 
in  your  profeffion  ;  and  therefore  it  is  expected, 
in  any  alterations  you  make,  we  fhould  be  favoured 
with  fuch  correCtnefs,  as  refults  from  known  prin¬ 
ciples, — and  terms  not  vague,  or  contradictory  to, 
but  confentaneous  with  them. 

i  *  /  v  ->  *  •.  r__. 

For  certainly  if  pharmacy  allows  of  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  clear  language,  and  any  reform  fhould 

take  place,  that  language  fhould  be  free  from  er- 

%  * 

ror; — every  term  examined,  and  fee  how  far  it 

may  be  liable  to  objections: — if  any  the  moft 

» 

minute  can  be  difcovered,  they  fhould  be  reject¬ 
ed,  and  lefs  dubious  ones  fupply  their  place. 

We,  have  above  plainly  proved,  that  you  have 

not  adverted  to  this  point — but  you  have  indeed 

*  » 

blundered  more  egregioufly  in  the  following — 
Adercurius  corrojivus  ruber - — this  is  ca  lied  Hydrar - 

.  .  %  -1  -  ^  .  >'  «  *  -  i  *  ^  \  V  •  s 

gyrus  nitratus  ruber.  When  it  is  brought  into 
this  ffate,  and  well  prepared,  it  ceafes  to  be  com¬ 
bined 


(  29  )  * 
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bined  with  nitrous  acid,  it  is  no  longer  therefore 
nitratus ;  this  name  then  is  as  totally  inconfiftent 
as  the  T* 'art arum  vitriolatum ,  in  which  it  is  known 
there  is  no  tartar.  The  mercurial  above  fpecified 
is  allowed  to  be  the  fame  as  the  Hy dr ar gyrus  cal- 
cinatus  per  fe\  both  which  preparations  poffefs 
an  effect  different  from  mercury;— it  is  to  the 
ingenious  Lavoisier  and  Bertholett  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  this  quality, 
which  is  occafioned  by  the  Oxygenous  principle, 
and  is  common  to  moft  of  the  metallic  calces ; — 
hence  the  French  Academicians  have  given  the 
term  Qxydum  hydrargiri — a  name  unknown  before, 
we  are  perfuaded,  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  ; — but  as  this  preparation  is  generally 
made  in  the  elaboratory  of  trading  chemifts,  where, 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  operators,  the  fame  at¬ 
tention  is  not  paid  as  in  thofe  of  the  philofophic — • 
we  have  thought  it  right,  for  the  fake  of  diftinc- 
tion,  to  give  the  names  Qxydum  hydrargiri  cum 
acido  nitri  confefflum — and  Qxydum  hydrargiri  per 
ignem . 


From  your  term  Zincum  Juhlimatum ,  as  the  zinc 
is  difblled  when  obtained  from  its  ores,  we  might 


’  have 


/ 
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have  cxpedted  to  have  found  this  preparation * 
but  as  that  is  not  the  cafe,  and  it  receives  when 
brought  into  that  Hate  the  Oxygepe  principle,  we 
think  its  more  proper  appellation  will  be  Oxydum 
zinci  Jublimatum ; — and  as  the  fame  principle  is  ab- 
forbed  when  mercury,  either  by  triturating  it  with 
lead,  as  was  Ihewn  by  Dr.  Prieflly,  and  confirmed 
by  Mr.  Cavendifh,  (v/ho  obtained  dephlogixlicated 
air  by  diftilling  it),  or  by  rubbing  it  with  fulphur 
into  a  powder ; — the  iEthiops,  fo  called,  is  not  a 
mere  Hy dr ar gyrus  Julfuratus ,  as  you  have  termed 
it — but,  being  mixed  with  the  Oxygene  principle, 
fomething  more :  on  that  account  more  accurately 
exprefiive  is  the  appellation  Oxydum  hydrargyri 
jidfuratum  nigrum — and  the  Hy  dr  ar  gyrus  Julfuratus 
ruber — Oxydum  by  dr  ar  girt  Julfuratum  rubrum — and 
indeed  the  fame  term  might  be  bellowed  on  all 
metalline  preparations  in  a  calciform  Hate. 

,  .t  ‘T  '  -  \  V  4 

We  fhali  now  advert  to  the  Spritus  volatilis 

4  I 

Juccinatus ,  commonly  called  Eau  de  Luce ; — we 
might  as  well  fuppofe  here,  by  the  title,  to  meet- 

with  a  faturation  of  the  volatile  alkali  with  the 

'  |  v  f. 

acid  fait  of  amber,  as  any  other  preparation  of 
amber,  which  would  prove  a  very  different  medi¬ 


cine 
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cine  from  what  is  here  intended.  In  order,  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  more  clear,  we  wrould  convert  this  into 
Spirit  us  ammoniacus  cum  Jap  one  Juccinatus — as  indi¬ 
cative  of  incorporating  Oleum  Juccini  with  the  spi¬ 
rit — and  as  all  the  volatile  fpirits  are  folutions  of 
the  ammoniac,  which  are  ufed  in  compofitions  of 
this  fort,  the  term  volatilis  Ihould  be  changed,  and 
the  word  ammoniacus  always  adopted. 

As  the  term  Jpiritus  is  made  ufe  of  to  exprefs 
proof  fpirit,  in  various  compofitions,  we  think, 
where  a  very  highly  rectified  fpirit  is  required, 
fome  diftindtion  neceffary.  In  the  Spiritus  vitrioli 
dulcis — which  might  have  been  called  vitriolatus , 
for  the  fake  of  uniformity  with  nitratus — two  com¬ 
pofitions  made  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  different 
acids — will  be  more  perfectly  intelligible  under 
the  titles  Alcohol  vitriolicus— and nitricus— and  more 
fyftematically  regular. 

In  order  to  diftinguifh  the  simple  from  the 
spirituous  waters,  you  have  left  out  the  epi¬ 
thets  /implex,  and  JpirituoJa — which  diflindtions 
might  be  very  proper  if  they  were  water  or  fpirit 
^procured  from  the  feveral  ingredients  Ipecified— 

but 


I 
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but  they  are  only  impregnations  of  different  men- 
ftruums,  with  finer  volatile  parts  of  plants,  Sec. 
which  parts  have  gone  under  the  denomination  of 
Spirit  us  reft  or. — The  French  Academicians  have 
adopted  the  term  aroma  as  expreffive  of  that  fpiri - 
tus  reftor  in  plants — confidered  as  a  very  attenuat¬ 
ing,  very  fubtle  principle,  in  which  the  fmell  of 
all  odoriferous  bodies  peculiarly  refides ; — would 
it  not  be  more  fyftematic,  and  more  exactly  ex- 
prefilve,  to  adopt  the  term  aroma — as  Aqua  ex  aro - 
mate  merithee—fyiritus  ex  or  ornate  ruta — which  plain¬ 
ly  indicates  an  impregnation  only,  by  diftillation, 
as  all  thefe  come  under  the  clafs  of  diftilled  waters. 
Nor  do  we  fee  why  'adjectives  might  not  be  form¬ 
ed,  as  has  been  done  in  many  other  inftances,  from 
the  fubftantive  of  the  ingredient  ufed — -particularly 
as  it  would  ferve  to  fpecify  more  clearly  the  na- 
ture  of  the  compound — as  Aqua  menthalis — Spin- 
tus  rut  alls.  Sec. — Thefe  though  we  only  prefume 
to  offer  as  hints  for  your  conlideration.  For  it  has 
been  the  cafe  with  home  of  the  TinCtures- — wrhich 
you  have  rejected — though  they  appear  infinitely 
mom  confident  than  thofe  names  for  which  you 
have  exchanged  them  ; — as  if  you  were  apparently 
better  pleafed  with  mutability  than  propriety : — * 

'  ,y  .  Vinum 


i 
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Vinum  mtimoniale  is  certainly  more  fcientiflcally 
rational  than  Vinum  antimonii — for  it  is  not  wine 
ex,  but  cum,  antimonio.  The  fame  holds  good  with 
the  Acetum  Jcilliticum — as  they  all  are  the  prepara¬ 
tions  by  infuflon,  and  not  of  fermentation. 

*  % 

I  '  ^  '  '■  *  4 

May  we  afk,  where  was  the  abfolute  necefllty 
for  altering  the  cVinEtura  fiomachica  to  the  Tindlura 
aromatica  dulcis — whilft  the  Pharmacopeia  had  one 

Tindlura  aromatic  a — was  one  bitter,  and  therefore 

*  .  ' 

called  for  the  diftindtion  ?  As  they  flood  before  no 
miflake  could  occur — nor  is  the  epithet  dulcis  a 
fufflcient  guard — if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  the  flagrant  error  in  your  Specimen  Alterum, 
where  corrofive  fublimate,  under  the  title  of  Hy - 
drargyrus  muriatus ,  was  joined  with  Scammony  in- 
flead  of  Calomel,  which  you  call  Hy  drargyrus 

^  4 

muriatus  mitis ;  a  flrong  proof  that  an  epithet  is 
not  always  a  certain  fecurity — when  the  very  Kings 
of  Phyfic  can  be  fubjedt  to  fo  dreadful  a  miflake. « 

As  the  Committee  in  many  inflances  have  made 
it  a  rule  to  give  complicated  preparations  the  name 
of  the  mofl  adtive  and  effectual  of  its  ingredients, 
■why  deviate  from  fo  proper  a  rule,  particularly  in 


m 
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the  fclixir  myrrh#  compojitum  ? — Why  not  exchange 
the  word  myrrh a  for  fahin#  ? — It  would  have  been 
Infinitely  more  orthodoxical. 

As  you  feem  to  be  affe&ed  with  fo  ftrong  a 
Philometaftafis — why  has  not  the  Spirit  us  lavendul# 
compofitus  experienced  its  effe£ls — for  it  is  truly 
a  tin&ure  of  the  fpirits  with  lavender,  and  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  arrangement  of  tinftures  than 

fpirituous  waters. — The  Spiritus  lavendul#  fmplex 

\ 

might  fland  where  it  does,  and  the  compofitus  be 
put  with  the  tinctures :  entitled  Spiritus  lav  en  did# 
aromatizatuSi 

$  \ 

We  fhall  beg  leave  to  make  here  one  obfervatiori* 

•  \ 

viz,  that  if  you  mean  to  arrange  your  Pharmacopeia 
fyflematically  under  general  heads,  you  fhould  in 
every  inflance  preferve  the  regular  order  j — which 
you  have  by  no  means  done — for  under  the  heads 
Sales  and  Sal  in  a  you  have  omitted  many  fa- 
line  fubftances,  and  put  them  into  a  different  part 
of  your  work :  from  hence  it  might  be  concluded, 
with  refpe6t  to  fome  of  the  metalline  preparations, 
that  you  conficfered  them  not  as  faline  fubftances, 
which  they  are  as  much,  in  fa£t,  as  any  which  you 

have 
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have  mentioned  in  the  place  above  fpecified.* — In- 
deed  the  prefent  management  of  your  Specimen  had 
better  be  totally  altered,  and  alphabetically  di~ 
gelled  ;  you  will  thence  avoid  confufion,  efcape 
the  accufation  of  inaccurracy,  or  fomething  worfe, 
and  the  work  be  rendered  infinitely  more  eafy,  and 
intelligible*  to  the  mod  common  capacities. 

The  alteration  of  the  form  of  pills  into  powders 
is  certainly  an  advantageous  one,  in  mod  indan¬ 
ces — but  wherever  they  could,  with  propriety,  have 
a  near  allufion  to  the  old  names,  it  would  be  right 
to  preferve  that  allufion  for  very  obvious  realons : 
now,*  as  the  Pulvis  aloeticus  cum  guaiaco  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  the  fimple  aloetic  powder  mixed  with  guaiacum, 
and  as  it  is  fubltituted  in  the  place  of  the  Pilule 
aromatic a,  it  diould  have  been  named  Pulvis  aloe¬ 
ticus  aromaticus  cum  guaiaco — r  as  more  exprefiive  of 
its  contents,  and  declaratory  for  what  it  was  a  die- 
cedaneum. 

The  P Unite  eephra£lic<e,  ir  thought  worthy  of  re-y 
tention ,  had  better  been  kept  in  the  form  of  pills 
than  the  pilulte  rufi ,  as  the  former  contains  extraS: 
and  fait;  but  as  both  the  name  and  ingredients 

.  f  %  * 

F  have 
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have  undergone  fuch  an  alteration,  this  fhouid 
have  been  given  as  a  new  compofition ;  for  they 
will  be  found,  on  a  ftridt  examination  of  their  in¬ 
gredients,  a  very  different  medicine ;  which  we 

( 

fhall  fhew  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  prepara¬ 
tory  part  of  your  work. 


Why  give  the  name  o (  Ele fit arium  ex  cerd  to  the 
Baljamum  Locatelli?  Is  the  wax  confidered  by  you 

/  '  '  ‘ 1  \  -  -  '  .t, V.y  "if-  Vi?-/ i  •  '"'.d*  JL  z 

as  an  ingredient  upon  which  the  efficacy  of  that 
compofition  depends?  Moil  men,  who  confider 
the  adtion  of  medicine,  at  all,  know  that  it  is  pof- 
feffied  of  the  leaft:  there  would  have  been  more 
found  judgment  difcoveredin  calling  it,  Ele  ft  arium 
oleofum  terebinthinatnm . 

\ 

Where  any  compound  medicine  confifts  of  a 

/ 

number  of  ingredients,  whofe  adion  is  conftant 
and  generally  admitted,  that  adion  might  be  ex- 
preffed,  where  it  would  give  any  information,  and 
prevent  inaccuracy  in  the  term. — Now  the  EleRa- 
riuin  lenitivum,  by  your  alteration  into  EleRarium  e 
Jenna,  ieems  to  be  an  eieduary  formed  from  fenna- — 
which  is  not  the  tact — for  that  drug  conftitutes 
only  a  part,  though  perhaps  an  adive  one ; — we 

fhouid 
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ihould  rather.,  therefore,  wifh  to  adopt  the  term 

■  • '  .  »  i  .  •  t 

Elediarium  aperitivum  cum  Jenna. 


Nor  can  we  approve  of  the  retention  of  the  term, 

,  > 

Confectio,  as  it  is  given  to  dry  preparations— 
fuch  as  ConfeCtion  of  Annifeeds,  kept  by  the  con¬ 
fectioners  ;  as  it  is  truly  an  eleCtary,  formed  after 
the  fame  mode  of  other  compofitions  of  that  clafs— 
had  it  not  better  be  lliled  EleElarium  aromaticum . 
As  we  would  alfo  have  the  Confeftio  opiata ,  though 
a  more  agreeable  name  than  Philonium  Londinenfe , 
for  the  fame  reafons  called  Eleftarium  cordiale  opia - 
turn — fpecific  of  its  ufe  and  moll  aCtive  ingredient. 


In  the  alteration  of  the  names  of  your  Plaillers, 
there  appears  great  inaccuracy  and  confufion.— 
Your  general  plan  feems  to  have  been*  to  reject 
every  term  formerly  fuppofed  indicative  of  their 
power  ;  and  name  them  agreeably  to  fome  of  their 
ingredients,  as  if  they  of  that  ingredient  were  the 
produCt : — Whilft  others  you  have  denominated 
from  the  bafis  of  their  compofition,  confilting  of 


the  material  molt  copioufly  ufed,  joined  with  that 
which  you  thought  moll  aCtive.  This  the  annex¬ 
ed  table  will  Hiew. 


F  2 


Emplaftnm 
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Emplajlrum  e  Cera  -  JLtnflaft.  refinojum  cum  Cera 
- ex  Cymino  -  —  piceum  cum  Cymino 

•  - e  Ladano  -  -  • — aromaticum  cumLadano 

,  .  i  • 

«  t 

•  - ex  Pice  Bur  gun  died  * —  Piceum  cumLadano 

r  7  .  r  7  —  refinojum  ceratum  cum 

Q  VjCitUrJCh  Lit  f  ✓">  7  •  / 

3  C  anthanae 

- - <?  -  -  —  Lythargites  cum.  Ehure 

*  - £  Sapone  -  -  — Lythargytes  cumSapone 

*  - ex  Ammoniaco  ex  1  —  Ammoniacale  cumHy - 

Hydrargyro  3  drargyro 

■ — - Lythargites  cum 

Gummi 

cum  Refina 

cum  Hydrargyro 

To  avoid  the  errors  obvious  in  your  fcheme, 

\ 

and  for  the  fake  of  conformity  and  perfpicuity,  we 
think  it  better  to  propofe  the  above  plan.  Simi¬ 
lar  objections  will  lie  againft  your  alterations  in  the 
ointments.,  but  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  fpecify 
them.  Indeed,  numerous  as  are  the  faults  we  have 
..found  in  this  ,part  of  your  performance,  numhers 
more  would  occur,  were  we  to  examine  them  more 
narrowly — but  fufficient  has  been  faid  to  prove  to 
you  the  neceflity  of  a  revifion  and  correction. 


f 


We 


(  39  ) 

We  fhall  now  take  a  curfory  furvey  of  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  you  have  inferted — and  there  we  find 
throughout  you  have  adopted  the  'Linn-® an  Sys¬ 
tem,  as  your  fyftem  of  corredlnefs — nor  do  we/ 
find  fault  for  yoyr  election  of  fo  truly  valuable  an 
author : — but  why  have  you  not  purfued  him 
throughout — and  given  us  his  fpecifications  of 
thofe  things  which  belong  to  the  animal  and 
mineral,  as  well  as  the  vegetable  kingdom? 

.  •  (  ,  .  s,  / 

Why  are  not  the  fyftematic  names  fpecified  of 
Helleborafter — (Helleborus  fcctidiis ,  Linnaei  Species 
Plantarum)  ;  Manna — ( Fraxinus  ornus,  L.  S.  P, 
1510) ;  Pix  Burgundica — (Pirns  abies ,  L.  S.  P.)j 
Pix  liquida — (Pirns  Jylveftr is ,  L.  S.  P.)  ;  Saccha- 
rum — (Saccharine  officinar um}  L.  S.  P.)  ;  Sarca- 
colla — (Pintea  mucronata ,  L,.  S.  P.);  Terebinths 
na — (Pirns,  (harix)  L.  S.  P„)  \  Tragacantha — 
( 'Aftragalus  Pragacaniha,  L.  S.  P.):  and  though 
the  Ribcs  and  Rubus  Idatts  are  very  well  known,  it 
might  have  been  pointed  out,  that  thefe  were  fyf¬ 
tematic  names, 

‘  The  alteration  of  Piper  indi  cum— lor  gum  and  ni¬ 
grum— fox  Pimento ,  &c.  appears  to  be  an  error  of 

the 
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the  prefs — and  we  are  the  more  induced  to  think 
jo,  as  in  the  Tinttura  aromatic  a  >  the  piper  l on  gum 
remains the  fame  alfo  may  be  faid  of  Cafcarilla , 
which  (lands  in  the  Materia  Medica  under  that 
name,  and  its  tindture  in  the  Formula ,  under  Tine-, 
tura  eleutberi £, 

i  ''r-'  1 

The  names  of  the  different  Salts,  might  have 
been  judicioufly  explained,  according  to  their 

i 

known  component  parts,  though  not  altered,  and 
ftood  thus : 


\  Alumen  - 

Vitriolum  aluminofum 

t  .  . 

Borax  -  - 

/  % 

-  Borax  Soda? 

Nit  rum  -  -  .  - 

Nitras  Potajfte 

Sal  Armoniacus 

-  Murias  ammoniacalis 

Sal  Epfomenfis 

Vitriolum  Mdgnefi<e 

Sal  Marinus  - 

-  Murias  Sodue 

Cry  ft  alii  Tart  an  - 

Tartris  acidulus  Potajfte 

Ceruja  -  -  -  - 

^  Oxydum plumbi  album per 
.  [  acidum  acetojum 

Minium  - 

x  ,  ,  /  i 

■  \  , 

Oxydum  plumbi  rubrum 

Lythargyrum  -  - 

-  Oxydum  plumbi Jemivitreum 

»  I  X  ' 

With  refpett  to  the  preparatory  part  in  your 
Pharmacopoeia,  nothing  flrikes  us  worth  attend 


tion 
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tion  till  we  come  to  the  Pulp^e — and  as  we  pre¬ 
fume  you  only  mean  to  give  directions  for  the 
mode  of  extracting,  not  intending  to  have  them 
kept  in  that  form,  we  fhall  on  this  head  make  no 
obfervatiqns.  But  in  the  training  of  Storax  and 

"  t  - 

purifying  other  gums,  as  Ammoniacum ,  AJafetidd , 
&c. — we  cannot  avoid  diffiking  the  method,  as 
induflry  would  be  employed,  was  it  purfued,  to 

render  the  materials  worfe,  and  lefs  efficacious 

\ 

than  when  left  in  their  natural  form  ;  as  by  eva¬ 
poration  their  finefb,  moil  fubtle,  and  active  parts 
will  be  diffipated — as  manifefted  by  the  air  being 
highly  impregnated  with  their  effluvia,  or  the  dii- 
tilling  liquid,  if  diftilling  veffels  are  made  ufe  of 
for  the  purpofe,  readily  difcoverable  by  the 
fmell.  —  An  infinitely  more  judicious  method 

would  be  to  expofe  the  gums  to  a  fcrong  degree  of 

■ 

cold,  and  render  them  more  friable,  then  powder 
a  certain  proportion  gently,  and  pais  it  through  a 
fine  wire  fieve,  by  which  means  the  purer  parts 
will  be  obtained — and  the  groffier  left  behind : — as 
for  thofe  which  cannot  eafiiy  be  reduced  to  pow¬ 
der,  the  bell  mode  of  purifying  them  is  fimilar 
to  what  is  directed  for  galbanum. 


The 
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The  Conferves  have  fuffered  no  change,  but  lrl 

♦ 

the  rejection  of  fome,  and  the  addition  of  others. 
As  thefe  compofitions  were  inftituted  merely  with 

i 

intent  of  keeping  fuch  herbs  frefh,  whofe  virtues 

.  \  f  *  *:  . 

were  thought  to  be  much  impaired,  or  loft  in  dry¬ 
ing  ; — all  fuch  Hi Ou Id  be  rejected  where  no  fuch 
change  takes  place,  as  powders  may  be  given  in 
much  larger  quantities,  and  readily  procurable.— 

i 

The  Conferve  of  rofes  might  therefore  have  been 
omitted  ;  as  the  powder,  when  the  flowers  arc 
dried,  retain  all  their  virtue — which  is  reftringent,* 
or  a  more  extemporaneous  form  adopted,  that 
would  be  better,  in  as  much  as  medicines  frefh 
made  are  always  preferable  to  thofe  kept  for  a 
long  time,  which  is  often  the  cafe  of  the  Conferve 
we  are  fpeaking  of.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  the  Con¬ 
ferve  made  only  at  a  particular  feafon  of  the  year — 
it  would  be  more  eligible  to  inftitute  the  following 
prefcription — which  might  be  had  recourfe  to  oc- 
cafionally: — Take,  of  powdered  rofes,  one  part; 
fugar,  feven; — mix  them  up  with  a  fufncient  quan¬ 
tity  of  diftilled  water  into  a  pafte. 

«»  . 

✓  w 

*  V 

The  Extracts  have  not  experienced  much  of 
your  mutilating  power,  except  their  being  made' 

wit  ft 
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With  diftilled  water.  That  of  Hemlock  deviates 

from  the  inventor’s  method,  by  the  omiffion  of  the 

powder  during  its  infpiftation.  We  cannot  avoid 

thinking  the  old  method  of  mixing  the  refinous 

extradt  of  jalap,  with  that  made  with  water,  unne- 

ceftary  and  faulty — for  was  the  refinous  extradt 

kept  feparate,  it  may  be  united  in  all  kinds  of 

forms ;  it  diftblves  very  readily  in  the  yolk  of  egg, 

* 

and  thus  may  be  given  in  draughts  conjoined  with 
any  proper  vehicle,  or  in  eledtary ;  or  rubbed  with 
a  few  drops  of  oil  into  the  fin  eft  powder,  it  may 
enter  the  dry  compofitions  in  that  form,  and  with 
great  exadtnefs  refpedting  its  quantity,  which  is 
eftentially  neceftary,  confidering  how  powerful  is 
its  adtion  \  but  by  mixing  it  with  the  watery  ex¬ 
tradt  it  will  always  be  kept  moift,  and  thus  pre¬ 
vented  from  being  divided  into  an  impalpable 
powder  j  which  is  required  by  you,  where  you 

make  this  extradt  a  component  part  of  fome  of 

\ 

your  powders*  But  why  reject  water  in  the  puri¬ 
fication  of  Opium,  and  fubftitute  Spirit  us  vini  te- 
nuior?—  -Does  fpirit  make  the  operation  more  per- 
fedt  ?  does  it  preferve  any  of  the  more  adtive  parts 
in  a  higher  degree  Experience  tells  us  not.— 

G  Why 
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Why  then  fuch  an  expenditure  without  improve¬ 
ment  ? 

Amongft  the  new  extradls,  that  of  Senna  ap¬ 
pears.  It  feems  unneceflary,  for  the  powder  will 
a£l  as  powerfully  in  the  fame  dofe ;  but  fh'ould  it 
ever  come  into  ufe,  the  quantity  of  four  ounces, 
which  you  have  ordered,  is  much  too  fmall  for  its 

•  *  f.  *  ’  '■  k'*  '  •  - 

preparation.  In  fntiple  extracts  we  fee  no  reafon 
for  being  particular  in  the  quantity,  without  they 
are  fuch  as  will  not  keep  afufficient  length  of  time, 
and  then  they  are  much  better  omitted. 


For  the  minute  divifibility  of  the  Acid  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  we  cannot  avoid  great  praife  to  the  judge¬ 
ment  and  cautious  care  of  the  Committee,  who 
has .  impowered  us  by  the  Acidum  vitricli  dilutum, 
which  confifls  of  one  part  concentrated  acid  with 
eight  of  water,  to  adminifter  the  ninth  part  of  a 
drop  of  vitriol,  or  divide  it  into  any  proportion, 

as  two  drops  two  ninths,  three  drops  three  ninths, 

« 

/ 

&c. — we  mufl  allow  it  highly  worthy  retention — 
wonderfully  and  fagacioufy  minute  indeed  is  this 
prelcript,  and  mufl  indifputably  be  free  from  er¬ 
ror  in  its  cohfequences  and  modus  preparandi.  — r 1 1 

0  }  #  ' 

i  is 


(  45  ) 
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is  to  be  wifhed  we  could  fay  as  much  for  the  Spi¬ 
rit  us  vitrioli  dulcis — -and  Oleum  vitrioli  dulce ;  but 
we  are  afraid  we  cannot,  fince  the  old  method 
of  diililling  the  dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol  is  retain¬ 
ed.  This  favours  much  of  carelefTnefs  and  lack 
of  experiment ;  for  if  this  method  is  purfued  punc¬ 
tually,  and  the  diflillation  not  interrupted  before 
the  time  there  fpecified,  the  fpirit  obtained  will 
certainly  have  a  fulphureous  fmeil ;  a  thing  efpe- 
cially  to  be  avoided,  which  may  be  done  by  adopts 
ing  in  the  procefs  the  fubfequent  mode : 


Let  two  pounds  of  Spirit  of  Wine  be  gradually 
mixed  with  the  fame  proportion  of  concentrated 
Acid  of  Vitriol ;  fubmit  this  to  diflillation ;  when 
about  a  fourth  part  of  the  fpirit  employed  is  drawn 
off,  let  the  receiver  be  changed,  and  keep  it  fepa- 
rate ;  then  carry  on  the  operation  till  the  liquor 
begins  to  have  a  fulphureous  fmeil ;  this  liquor 
being  pure  sether,  keep  it  alfo  feparate : — mix  the 


firfl  liquor  with  about  a  pound  of  frefh  fpirit,  and 
add  it  to  the  remaining  acid ;  diflil  it  as  before, 
fo  as  to  keep  the  firfl  fourth  part  feparate,  and  the 
enfuing  after  this  may  be  mixed  with  the  aether  of 
the  former  diflillation ;  the  addition  of  fpirit  may 


G  2 


be 


be  three  or  four  times  repeated,  with  a  fmall  di¬ 
minution  in  the  proportions,  and  the  fame  produdts 

./ 

will  be  obtained : — the  fpirit  is  then  to  be  rectified 
■with  fome  Manganefe,  and  if  the  liquid  ffiould  be 
ever  fo  fulphureous,  it  will  by  the  Manganefe  be 
deprived  of  it.  To  have  the  dulcified  Spirit  of 
Vitriol  of  equal  ftrength,  we  would  advife  to  mix 
'two  parts  of  Alchohol  with  one  of  pure  aether. — 
Why  a  copy  of  fo  incongruous  a  compofition  as 
the  Spiritus  Vitrioli  dulcis  compofitus ,  confiding  of 
Spir.  Vitr .  did.  2  lb. ;  Olei  Vitr .  dul.  3  oz. ;  has  been 
taken,  and  is  inferted,  cannot  be  conceived :  per¬ 
haps  you  are  ilruck  with  the  fame  enthufiafm  as 
the  old  alchymiftical  adventurers,  who  were  mad 

*  t 

enough  to  fuppofe  an  univerfal  remedy  might  be 
difcovered  by  the  power  of  their  art,  and  that  it 
exffied  in  the  Oleum  Vim — fo  called  by  them — till 
more  cool  deliberate  men  found  out  by  long  ex¬ 
perience  it  was  inefficacious,  and  rejected  it  in  toto . 
Why  do  you  revive  again  this  remnant  of  alchy- 
mifdcal  folly  ?  Is  all  your  fober  knowledge  arrived 
at  its  acbme,  and  now  defending  to  the  dark  ffiades 
or  phantaftic  fuperftition  ? — I  with  we  could  fay 
this  prefcnptjon  did  not  almoft  warrant  the  con- 
clufion. 

■  v  r». 

With 
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With  refpeCt  to  7Ether,  which  is  made  by  ad¬ 
ding  one  ounce  of  Lixivium  Japcnarium ,  now  cal¬ 
led  Alkali  vegetabile  folutum ,  to  two  pounds  of 
Spirit  us  vitroli  dulcisy  diddling  them  together,  we 
prefume,  if  produced  agreeably  to  the  formula 
given,  it  will  not  be  quite  pure — for  the  proof  of 
its  perfection  is,  when  aether  and  water  are  mixed 
in  equal  quantities  and  fhook  together,  one  tenth 
part  of  aether  will  be  abforbed,  which  is  not  the 
cafe  with  that  prepared  according  to  the  Speci¬ 
men,  as  may  alfo  be  made  obvious  by  examining 
the  Spiritus  vitricli  dulcisy  from  whence  it  is  ac¬ 
quired — for  that  fpirit  made  after  the  directions 
of  the  Specimen,  contains  fome  portion  of  unal¬ 
tered  Spirits  of  Wine — which  will  not  be  perfectly 
Separated  by  rectifying  it  over  cauftic  alkali — and 
hence  are  afforded  evident  proofs  of  the  impurity 
of  this  sther. 

■  * ,  *  - .  ’  •  >  *  \  *  ..  . 

In  procuring  the  Acidum  nitrosum,  twenty- 
nine  ounces  of  vitriolic  acid  is  too  final!  a  propor¬ 
tion  to  fixty  of  exficated  nitre,  which  you  order,  as 
it  leaves  behind  about  three  or  four  ounces  of  that  fait 
undecompofed: — befides,  for  the  information  of  the 
apothecary,  it  fhould  have  been  remarked,  that  if 

the 

N  ^  /  \. 
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the  refiduum  in  the  retort  is  dilfolved,  filtered  and 

U  .  >  .  t  .  ^ 

cryflalized,  fome  yitriolized  ‘Tartar  will  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  for  the  whole  refiduum  is  not  compofed  folely 
of  this  neutral  fait  in  a  pure  ftate. 

In  the  Sprit  us  nitratus—olim>  fpiritus  nitridulcis y 
the  proportion  of  the  nitrous  acid  to  the  alchohol 
is  too  great,  and  here  the  old  prefcription  is  ad¬ 
hered  to — the  diluted  acid  of  nitre  might  have 
with  lefs  danger  been  made  life  of. 

The  proportion  of  vitriolic  acid  prefcribed  to 
difengage  and  acquire  the  Acidum  muriaticum  ls 
much  too  great — eighteen  or  twenty  ounces  of  the 
acid  of  vitriol  are  quite  fufficient  for  a  total  de- 
compofition  of  the  quantity  of  common  fait  or¬ 
dered. 

\  < 

V  I 

Neither  the  Nitrous  ather — nor  the  Spiritus  falls 
dulriSy  have  been  introduced — -and  the  acetous  £tber3 

\ 

either  being  unknown  or  not  approved  of  we  pre¬ 
fume  has  fuffered  the  fame  fate, 

\  )s 

Dr.  Higgins’s  prefcription,  as  given  in  his  laft 

publication, 


l 
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publication,  for  making  the  acetous  acid ,  has  been 
exadtly  copied. 

•  '  /  ■ V  -  ^  ^ ‘  ' 1  •/  i  »  V  , 

In  the  prefcription  for  acquiring  Sal  fuccini , 
mention  has  been  made  of  an  acid  liquor  obtain¬ 
ed,  by  the  diftillation  in  this  procefs;  but  none  of 

(  \  • 

the  ufe  that  might  be  advantageoufly  made  of  it* 
Now  as  this  acid  liquor  contains  fome  of  the  vo¬ 
latile  fait,  it  may  be  obtained  by  evaporation  in  a 
gentle  heat,  and  cryflallization ; — but  it  is  beneath 
your  confequence  to  encreafe  your  products — and 
favingexpence  to  the  operator  is  too  trifling  a  con- 
fideration  for  your  attention. 

*  i  • 

Under  the  title,  Liquor  cornu  Cervi, 
there  Hill  remains  the  old  prefcription  for  the  dif¬ 
tillation  of  the  fpirits  of  hartfiorn. — Strange! 
that  you  fhould  retain  a  mode  of  preparation  from 
ingredients  which,  it  mull  be  known  to  you  as  well 
as  the  medic  world,  and  every  department  of  it  in 
general,  are  never  made  ufe  of.  Do  you  think  that 
London  itfelf  produces  half  a  pound  of  the  liquor 
agreeable  to  your  prefcription .?  The  fpirit  fold 
under  this  name,  in  all  the  flops  in  this  metro¬ 
polis,  is  nothing  more  than  an  impure  fpirit  of 

Sal 
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Sat  ammonaic  \  and  what  is  procured  from  bones  in 
elaboratories  inflituted  for  making  that  fait.  It 
would  have  been  infinitely  more  to  the  purpofe, 
had  you  favoured  the  world  with  a  method  of  pro¬ 
curing  it  always  of  the  fame  flrength ;  as  may  be 
done  by  mixing  with  two  pounds  of  fpirit  of  Sal 
ammoniac ,  or  Ammoniac  a  Joint  a,  one  dram  of  Ole* 
um  animale :  hence  a  good  volatile  antifpafmo- 
die  fpirit  will  be  acquired,  which  may  be  improved 
by  rectifying  them  together,  and  a  fpirit  always  of 

a  given  flrength  procured. 

.  ...  '  \ 

There  is  not  a  medicine  which  has  more  vari¬ 
ability  with  refpedt  to  its  power  than  the  Spirits 
Myndereriy  called  by  you  Alkali  Volatile  Acetatum > 
made  by  faturating  diftilled  vinegar  with  Volatile 
Alkali.  It  will  be  found  different  in  different 
repofttories,  owing  to  the  acid  not  being  equally 
ftrong.  A  more  certain  mode  of  procuring  a 
powerful  fpirit  of  Myndererus  may  be  fupplied,  by 
mixing  one  part  of  fugar  of  lead  with  half  the 
quantity  of  fal  ammoniac,  diffolved  in  water,  and 
diftilled  in  a  gentle  heat ; — or  three  parts  of  ace¬ 
tate  d  Alkali ,  or  Sal  DiureticUSy  with  one  of  the  fame 

fait,  diffolved  in  water,  and  fubmitted  to  dif- 

\  ■  ’  s 

dilation ; 


•  X  si  ) 
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tillation,  which  may  be  in  a  more  or  lefs  conceri- 

trated  Hate,  according  to  the  prefcription,  which 

*  •>* 

entirely  depends  on  the  Committee. 

When  fpealdng  of  the  Nit  rum  purification,  and 

•  ;  .r  -}  ;  ;  •  / 

Magnefia  calcinata ,  two  neceflary  remarks  ought 
to  have  been  made  5— with  refpedt  to  the  fird,  not 

s.  ,  1  -  .  1 

to  make  ufe  of  the  lad  lixivium,  as  it  generally 

Contains  a  good  portion  of  common  fait to  the 

/ 

latter,  that  a  proof  of  its  being  perfectly  cal¬ 
cined  is  manifeded  mod  clearly  by  its  not  effervef- 
cing  with  acids. 

Before  we  conclude  our  oBfervations  on  fdine 

V.  A  d 

preparations,  we  cannot  avoid  afking  the  follow¬ 
ing  quedion : 

^  <*• 

'  .  %  \ 

Why  has  not  the  pure  acid  of  ‘ Tartar  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  your  work  ?  For  this,  amcngft  the 
trydalized  vegetable  acids,  is  the  cheaped  and  mod 
eafily  prepared — the  mod  convenient  alfo  for  car- 
tying  in  a  dry  date,  and  being  mixed  with  othef 
ingredients  in  any  form ;  befides,  it  being  the  mod 
agreeable  of  thofe  acids  of  the  vegetable  clafs,  adds 
ftrength  to  its  recommendation, 

H 
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For  fuch  an  omiflion  we  doubt  not  but  you 
have  reafons,  cc  Plentiful  as  blackberries  — Fal- 
staff  had  his  reafons  too — but  would  not  give 
them  on  coinpulfion ; — and  we  are  afraid  your  bo- 
foms  may  feel  the  fame  noble  impulfe :  Vrecibus 
itaque  ncjiris ,  O  medici !  cedite — cediti  Reformatores  ! 
give  us  information — for  we  confefs  we  cannot 
ourfelves  fupply  any  arguments  fufficient  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  extraordinary  phenomenon. 

Under  the  title  of  Resinosa,  and  Sulphurea, 
we  find  not  any  belonging  to  the  former  clafs. — 
The  term  therefore  is  unneceflary,  and  fhould  have 

%  N 

been  limited  to  Sulphured — on  which  we  fhall  only 
obferve,  that  five  ounces  of  Salt  of  Tartar  are 
added  to  one  of  Flores  Sulphur  is  ■,  in  the  Hepar  Sul¬ 
phurise  or  Alkali  vegetable  fulphuratum — four 
ounces  of  the  former  we  find  fuflicient,  and 
makes  a  better  preparation.  But  why  prefcribe 
Salt  of  Tartar  particularly,  fince  it  has  been  ex- 
.  punged  by  the  pen  of  reformation  5  and  pure  pearl 
afh  will  anfwer  as  perfectly  every  purpofe  ?— As 
Oleum  Lint  diffolves  the  fulphur  rather  better 
than  the  Oil  of  Olives,  why  not  give  it  the  prefe¬ 
rence  in  the  Balfam  of  Sulphur  ? 

Amoneft 

O, 
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1  Amongft  the  metallic  preparations,  the  Caufiicum 
Lunar e — Saccharum  Saturnl — Chalybis  rubigo— Flo¬ 
res  Mdrtiales ■ — Sal  Martis — Sal  vitrioli — Mercurius 
corrofivus  ruber — Mercurius  emeticus — and  Calx  An- 
timonii — have  fuffered  no  other  change  except  that 
of  their  names. 

The  two  firfb  might  be  made  on  a  little  more 
ceconomical  plan ;  but  as  the  Lunar e  Cauftic  is 
rarely  made  by  the  apothecaries,  and  the  Saccha¬ 
rum  Saturni  being  a  product  of  a  manufactory, 
there  is  no  occafion  for  fuch  hints.  In  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  Rubigo  Ferri ,  there  is  no  neceffity  for 
moiftening  the  iron  with  vinegar;  water  pro¬ 
duces  an  equal  effeCt. 

But  when  we  confider  what  is  'laid  down  for 
making  the  Flores  Martiales ,  we  are  led  to  conjec¬ 
ture,  that  the  chemical  operator  has  not  made 
any  corrections,  but  what  he  found  in  the  ne w 

tranflations  of  Scheele  and  Bergman ;  nor  can  we 

'  \  t  ’  :  <  v 

allow  that  he  poffefies  any  very  great  lhare  of  in¬ 
genuity. 

H  2  For 

/  ’!  f 
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For,  by  your  prccefs,  after  mixing  one  pound  of 
the  Filings  of  Iron  with  two  of  Sal  Ammoniac ,  two. 
disadvantages  arife;  firft,  there  is  fo  trifling  a  quan¬ 
tity  _of  the  iron  mixed  with  the  Sal  ammoniac ,  that 
it  is  not  worth  mentioning ;  and  fecondly,  the  iroq 
is  known  to  decompofe  the  Sal  ammoniac ,  for  it 
is  only  the  iron  diflblved  in  the  muriatic  acid  that 
adheres  to  it,  and  gives  it  that  red  colour,  which 

•  -  i 

might  be  perceived  by  an  operator  the  ieafl  atten¬ 
tive  or  flight!  y  informed. 

s’  *'  \ 

However,  we  fhall  furnifh  a  better  method  tea 
prevent  the  decompofition  of  the  Sal-ammoniac: 
Let  half  an  ounce  of  filings  of  {feel  be  diffolved 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  muriatic  acid  ;  and  mix. 
tne  ciear  folution  with  one  pound  of  Sal  ammoniac 
in  powder ;  fubrnit  thefe  to  fublimation,  riot  any 
or  the  Sal  ammoniac  will  be  decompofed  ;  and  the 
pioducl  will  be  equal  to  yours  j — -or  Sal  ammoniac 
may  be  mixed  with  iron  without  fublimation ; — ■ 
thus  -Let  a  pound  of  Sal  ammoniac  be  diflblved 
in  as  little  boiling  water  as  neceflfary,  and  be  fil¬ 
tered  whilft  quite  hot  5  then  let  a  clear  foluxion  of* 
naif  an  ounce  of  iron  filings,  diflblved  in  muri¬ 
atic  acid,  be  poured  to  it,  and  put  into  a  quiet 

place 
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place  for  cryftallization.  This  product  may  with 
much  more  propriety  be  called  Sal  ammoniacum 
martiatum . 

The  Zincum  Vi  trial  at  urn  >  fo  called  by  you,  i§ 
formed  of  white  vitriol,  one  pound ;  vitriolic  acid, 

one  ounce  ;  diftolved  in  three  pints  of  water. _ . 

This  folution  is  to  be  ftrained  and  let  in  a  proper 
piace  foi  cryftallization  j  and  this  you  confider  as 
forming  a  pure  white  vitriol  cryftallized.  You 
have  certainly  forgot  to  take  into  your  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  white  vitriol,  commonly  met  with, 
is  often  found  mixed  either  with  iron  or  copper  ; 

hc.Hce  fhould  you  have  turned  your  attention 

towards  purifying  it,  which  is  moft  perfe&ly  done 

m  the  following  mode : — -Let  half  a  pound  of 

white  vitriol  be  difiolved  in  about  twenty  ounces 

of  water;  put  it  into  a  glafs  veil'd,  and  add  to  the 

folution  about  an  ounce  of  zinc  filings;  let  it  ftand 

foi  a  few  hours  in  a  moderate  heat,  then  let  it  be 

boiled,  and  fdtred.  T  he  copper  and  iron  will  be 

precipitated  by  the  zinc,  and  the  folution  freed 

from  thofe  heterogeneous  metals,  >  and  yield  in 

cryftallizing  the  product  required,  Zincum  vitrio- 
latum . 


Under 
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Under  the  name  Zincum^fublimatum ,  we  natu¬ 
rally  expected  to  find  the  metal  of  Zinc ;  as  the 

.  A  '  •  *  •'  * '  - 

mode  of  procuring  it  is  by  diftillation.  Indeed 
there  are  fome  pieces  of  metal  found  in  the  neck 
of  the  retorts,  if  they  are  fmall  in  which  it  is  ef- 
fayed ;  but  when  we  came  to  read  the  modus  pre- 
parandi,  we  found  the  name  had  abfurdly  enough 
been  given  to  the  calx  of  Zinc  :  your  prefeription 
is  as  follows ;  tc  Let  fmall  pieces  of  Zinc  be 
thrown  now  and  then  into  a  large,  deep,  red- 
iX  hot  crucible,  fixed  obliquely,  that  they  may  be 
H  highly  heated  j  then  let  the  light,  white,  iub- 
“  limed  calx  be  occafionally  taken  out,  that  it 
“  may  not  hinder  the  acceftion  of  air,  and  at  lafl 
paft  through  a  fieve.”  By  this  procefii  we  find 
little  or  no  calx  will  be  obtained: — as  this  is 

fcarcely  ever  made  by  the  apothecary,  we  fhall 

% 

not  be  prolix  in  our  defeription  of  the  mode 
which  ought  to  be  adopted;  and  only  obferve, 
that  any  quantity  of  zinc  may  be  expofea  in  a  fiat 
earthen  vefiel  to  a  very  flrong  heat,  fo  that  it  is 
kept  continually  melting,  and  as  much  of  its  fur- 
face  as  pofiible  expoled  to  the  air ;  by  which  me¬ 
thod,  from  the  air  the  metal  will  abforb  the  Qxy- 
gene  principle,  and  the  zinc  in  that  heat  will  foon 

calcine 
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calcine — therefore  the  calx  mull  be  conftandy 
moved  to  one  fide  of t the  veffel,  or  taken  off,  in 
order  perpetually  to  expofe  the  melting  zinc ;  by 
this  method  the  whole  of  the  metal  ufed  will  foon 
be  calcined,  and  a  very  light  calx  afforded ;  fome 
metallic  globules  may  perhaps  be  found  adherent, 
but  thefe  may  be  feparated  by  ablution. 

It  |s  rather  Angular,  that  inth z  Ammonium  alkali- 
zatum ,  which  is  never  ufed  but  when  walked  in 
the  forming  any  of  the  antimonial  preparations 
where  it  is  preferibed,  you  lhould  have  omitted  di¬ 
rections  for  that  procefs  :  however,  at  bed;  it  is  an 
impure  preparation,  and  had  been  with  more  cre¬ 
dit  to  yourfelves  expunged -y  unlefs,  as  farriers 
fometimes  ufe  this  medicine  unwafhed,  out  of 
your  extreme  third:  for  promoting  univerfal  good, 
you  had  permitted  the  retention  ; — and  as  the 
compofition  is  not  an  alkalizated  antimony  folely, 
nor  can  be  confidered  as  a  calx,  it  had  better  have 

i 

retained  its  name.  Crocus  antimonii ,  it  would  not 
have  been  incompatible  with  your  plan,  for  you 
do  not  unfrequently  make  ufe  of  terms  expreffive 
of  the  colour,  more  than  of  the  component  parts 

of 
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of  your  medicaments — as  ungucntum  flavum — ni¬ 
grum — viride — album ,  &c. 

In  making  the  Calx  Antmonii>  the  'proportion 
of  nitre  neceflary  for  the  total  calcination  of  the 
antimony  we  have  found  to  be  as  nine  of  nitre  to 
four  of  antimony  5 — you  make  it  nine  to  three 
only,  confequently  there  is  in  your  procefs  fome 
part  of  the  nitre  unneceftarily  wafted. 

You  have  favoured  us  with  the  fubfequent  pre- 
fcription  for  making  Antimonium  muriatum :  c<  Take 
tc  of  vitriolic  acid,  alkalizated  antimony  walked* 
cc  of  each  one  pound,  fea  fait  two  pounds;— 
cc  let  the  acid  be  poured  into  a  retort,  and  the 
<c  antimony  and  fea  fait,  firft  previoufly  p'ow- 
cc  dered  and  mixed  together,  be  gradually  ad- 
*c  ded;  then  fix  on  the  receiver,  and  fubmit  the 
<c  whole  to  (diftillation.  The  diftilled  liquor  fhould 
cc  be  expoied  for  feveral  days  to  the  air,  and  the 
<c  limpid  part  poured  oft'  and  kept  for  ufe.’>  The 
Antimonium  aikalizatum ,  whofe  name  is  here  very 
improper,  as  it  is  an  edulcorated  powder,  without 
any  particle  of  alkali,  will  be  found  improperly 
adopted  for  forming  this  comopofition,  as  the 

muriatic 


* 


/ 
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muriatic  acid  exercifes  fo  much  iefs  of  its  attrac¬ 
tive  power  on  metals,  the  more  they  are.  fulphu- 

/  /  ,  i  ' 

rated ;  a  much  more  concentrated  Antimonium  mu- 
riaticum  will  be  obtained,  when  an  Oxydum  anti-, 
monii  lefs  fulphurated  is  made  ufe  of  for  its  bafis ; 
as  the  Vitrum  antimonii ,  fo  called,  or  the  reguline 
fart  \  for  the  muriatic  acid  will  diffolve  a  much 
larger  proportion,  and  in  this  cafe  there  will  be  no 
occafion  for  expofure  to  the  air. 

With  regard  to  the  Calx  antimonii  muriati ; 
fhould  it  remain  in  the  Difpenfitory,  we  would  re¬ 
commend  the  more  finiple  and  lefs  expenfive  me- 
of  Mr.  Scheele;  as  follows: 

'  ,  ‘  "  ,  1  s 

/ 

.....  '  I 

Let  a  pound  of  powdered  antimony  be  detona  • 
ted  with  a  pound  and  a  half  of  nitre,  and  the 
produbt  be  powdered  (the  Vitrum  antimonii  finely 
pulverized  may  fupply  the  place),  then  make  a 
mixture  of  three  pounds  of  water — -fifteen  ounces 
of  vitriolic  acid,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  common 
fait  y — to  one  pound  of  the  powder,  let  this  mix¬ 
ture  be  poured,  and  (land  in  a  fand  heat  for 
eight  hours,  and  then  filtred  cold  $  the  refiduum 
may  be  again  digefted  with  a  third  part  of  the 

I  mixture. 


/ 
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mixture,  and,  when  treated  as  before,  added  to 

the  former :  if  this  folution  is  mixed  with  boiling 

*  -  ( 

water,  a  precipitation  will  take  place  producing 

Calx  antimcnii . 

«  \  r  •"* 

Antimonium  tartarizatum  or  Tartarum  emeticum— 
though  medicines  which  produce  fuch  powerful 
effe&s  on  the  confliftution  in  fmall  dofes,  fliould 
(carcely  be  allowed  to  be  altered,  but  on  the  mod 

\  •  ■  A.1!  “ 

certain  grounds  of  improvement  yet  the  old  pre- 
fcription  was  fo  truly  abfurd  that  it  called  loudly 
for  correction. — In  your  Specimen  the  prefcription 
of  Mr.  Bergman  has  been  with  fome  alteration 

adopted,  which  you  have  attempted  fbill  to  im- 

,  .  ■>  •-  '* 

prove,  according  to  your  ideas ,  by  taking  a  larger 

proportion  of  the  Calx  antimonii  which  (lands 

\ 

thus: 

%•  Calcis  antimmii  pulverizati ,  2  lb. 

Cry  ft alii,  tar  tar i — pulv.  3  lb . 

Aqu<£  diftillatu?  congios  duos . 

Thefe  are  ordered  to  be  boiled  together  in  a  glafs 
velfel,  until  a  pellicle  arifes  upon  the  furface:-— 
then  the  liquor  is  to  be  filtred  through  paper, 
and  fet  by  to  cryftalize. 

i 


Whether 


Whether  your  chemical  knowledge  is  fo  iupe- 
rior,  as  to  enable  you  to  correct  or  improve  any 
proceffes  of  Mr.  Bergman,  we  fhall  leave  to  the 
judgement  of  thofe  who  chufe  to  take  a  compara¬ 
tive  view  of  the  feparate  performances  j  but  be  this 

as  it  may — Mr.  Bergman’s  method,  on  account  of 

* 

its  being  too  expenfive,  has  been  rejected  by  feveral 
adepts  in  the  art  of  chemiftry  j  and  indeed  it  is 
perfectly  right  to  endeavour  to  lefTen  the  expence 
of  preparing  any  -  medicine,  particularly  fuch 
as  are  poiTefied  of  aftive  powers  in  fmall  dofes, 
in  order  to  prevent  fophiilication,  the  perpetual 
ftudy  of  the  trading  chemifts  ;  for  they  confider  no¬ 
thing  more  minutely  than  how  they  fhall  reduce 
the  price  of  an  expenfive  article  by  any  means, 
however  detrimental  may  be  the  effects,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  creatures ;  pre- 
fering  emolument  to  integrity,  or  running  the 
rifque  of  butchering  thoufands  to  procure  hun¬ 
dreds. 

t 

Bp?!  ...  * .  <  V  . 

i  '  '*  m 

Now  we  will  fuppofe  the  method  prefcribed  by 
you  adopted  at  the  Hall ;  all  the  Antimonium  tartari- 
zatum  is  not  procured  from  thence,  a  very  fmall 
portion,  indeed>  comparatively,  to  what, is  uied  in 

1  i  generals 
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general;  by  far  the  greateft  part  comes  through 
the  hands  of  the  druggifts.  To  render  fuch  a  me¬ 
dicine  cheaper,  and  equally  efficacious  at  the  fame 
time,  would  be  doing  effential  fervice  to  the  comt 
munity— rwhich  we  flatter  ourfelves  we  have  done, 
if  the  ftri&eft  examination  of  our  procefs  and 
product  can  be  any  proof,  which  they  have  under¬ 
gone  times  innumerable ;  and  though  the  medi¬ 
cine  is  not  thought  preferable,  with  regard  to  its 
effedls,  yet  has  it  been  confidered  equally  effica¬ 
cious  as  that  of  Mr.  Bergman — confequently  the 
reduction  of  its  price  renders  it  extremely  worthy 
adoption— it  is  thus  made: 

t  1 

/ 

'  ,  * 

Let  eight  ounces  of  Vitrum  antimonii  finely 
powdered,  be  boiled  with  fixteen  of  Cryflals  of 
Tartar,  in  two  gallons  of  water,  for  the  fpace  of 
about  fix  hours,  and  as  the  water  boils  down  it 
mufl:  be  refrefhed — then  at  lafb  let  it  be  reduced 
to  half  its  quantity,  and  filtred— the  filtred  li¬ 
quor  is  to  be  evaporated  to  twenty-four  ounces 
or  thereabouts,  when  it  may  be  fet  by  for  cryftalli- 
zation, 

/ 

♦ 


In 
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In  your  prefcription  for  making  the  Cinnabaris 
mtimonii)  there  certainly  mull  be  fome  egregious 
blunder — for  that  this  medicine  .confills  of  a  com¬ 
bination  of  mercury  and  fulphur  fubllmed  is  no¬ 
torious  j  in  your  Specimen  you  ordered  for  this 
purpofe  a  fublimation  from  the  refiduum  of  the 
Antimonium  muriaticum ,  as  made  from  your  pre¬ 
fcription.,  which  is  a  mixture  of  Glauber’s  fait  and 
a  little  antimony ;  which  will  neither  fublime,  nor 
does  it  contain  any  mercury,  which  is  the  very 
bafis  of  cinnabar, — We  cannot  fuppofe  you. 
Gentlemen,  deeply  read  as  you  have  Ihewn  your- 
felves  in  fcientific  chemiftry,  ever  meant  to  de¬ 
clare  to  the  world  you  can  work  miracles,  and 
procure  mercury  from  fubllances  where  no  mer¬ 
cury  exills.  In  labouring  to  account  for  this 
phenomenon  chymicutn ,  we  fancy  we  have  found 
out  the  caufe.  In  your  fubftituting  the  prefcription 
of  the  Antimonium  muriaticum  for  the  Caufticum 
antimoniale ,  you  forgot  that,  the  refiduums  were 
diffimilar;  you  therefore  meant  the  refiduum  of  that 
procefs  which  you  had  expunged,  containing  ful¬ 
phur  and  mercury.  A  llrong  mark  of  inattention, 
which  in  works  of  this  fort  is  highly  reprehen- 
fible.  •  ' 


But 
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But,  however,  fuppofing  you  had  not  been  guilty 
of  fo  glaring  an  errof ;  think  you  there  is  a  ne- 
cefiity  for  keeping  one  medicine  under  two  diffe¬ 
rent  names  ?  Even  this  accufes  you  of  want  of 

philofophical  accuracy. 

•.  •  •  *  '  - 

In  making  the  Sulphur  antimonii  precipitatum , 

you  have  given  us  by  no  means  a  creditable  proof 

of  your  chemical  abilities  : — you  order,  <c  Four 

cc  pounds  of  Alkali  vegetabile  folutum,  three  of 

Cf  water ,  and  two  of  Antimony ;  to  be  boiled  in  an 

cc  iron  pot,  over  a  flow  fire,  for  three  hours,  con- 

cc  tinually  flirting  it  with  an  iron  fpatula,  and  add-  ' 

• 

cc  ing,  as  neceffary,  diftilled  water ;  then  the  hot 
lixivium  to  be  flrained  through  a  double  cloth, 
cc  and  to  the  liquor,  whilfl  it  remains  hot,  a  pro- 
“  per  quantity  of  nitrous  acid,  diluted  gradually^ 

“  poured  in,  fufficient  to  precipitate  the  fulphur, 
ec  which  muft  be  well  walked  with  warm  wa- 
iC  ter.”  By  this  procefs,  fear ce  two  ounces  of  the 
antimony  has  undergone  a  folution. 

B elides,  the  antimony  is  far  from  being  fo  well 
diiiolved  by  boiling,  as  melting  it  with  alkali ; 
and  even  then  a  great  proportion  of  the  metallic 

part 


%  % 


'  '  (  «*  ) 

part  of  the  antimony  remains  undfdblved,  the  fo¬ 
lution  of  which  can  be  entirely  compleated  by 
Hepar  fulphuris ;  hence  a  proportionate  part  of  ful- 
phur  is  to  be  added,  to  effedt  a  total  folution  of 
the  antimony. 

As  antimony  is  known  to  confiil  of  about  ten 
parts  of  its  metal,  and  fix  parts  fulphur ;  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  latter  mud  be  added,  fudicient  to  make 
the  Iltpar  fulphuris  which  diffolves  the  metallic  an¬ 
timony,  and  fhould  be  in  the  fubfequent  propor¬ 
tion. 

/  >  .  *  *  > 

Let  one  pound  of  pure  vegetable  alkali,  five 

y  Ts  / 

ounces  of  antimony,  and  three  of  fulphur,  be 
powdered,  put  into  a  crucible,  covered,  and  gently 
melted  for  a  few  minutes ;  then,  in  an  iron  mortar, 
let  the  mafs,  whild  it  is  quite  hot,  be  pulverized, 
and  about  two  gallons  of  boiling  water  poured  on 
it ;  let  it  dand  for  ten  minutes,  and  then  be  drained. 

Ruff  ,  '  'r  ’  ..  \ 

This  folution  fhould  be  immediately  mixed  with 
tour  gallons  of  water,  acidulated  with  twelve  oun¬ 
ces  of  vitriolic  acid;  and  thus  will  the  medicine 
wanted  be  acquired.  This  method  needs  little  to 

be 


\ 

r 
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V  -N  • 

•  '  ✓ 

be  faid  in  its  recommendation,  it  fpeaks  fo  clearly 
for  itfelf,  at  lead  to  any  able  chemift. 

0 

‘  Sulphur  antimonii  alkalizatum — Kermes  mineralis 
— you  order  to  be  made,  by  boiling  for  two 
hours — cc  Antimony  in  powder  one  pound,  Lixi- 
<c  vium  faponarmn ,  or  Alkali  vegetabile /datum ,  two 
<f  pounds,  in  three  pints  of  diftilled  water;  then 
tc  filtre  the  liquor  through  paper,  and  fet  it  in  a 
‘c  cold  place,  that  the  pow'der  may  precipitate  ; 
<c  which  mull  be  often  wafhed  by  pouring  on  it 
<c  diftilled  water,  firft  cold,  afterwards  hot,  until 
“  it  becomes  taftelefs.”  But  why  alkalizatum ? 

*  S  V  «  .  j,  51  tKTW.*  *  i'  *  I  ■  m.- 

It  differs  fo  very  little  from  the  former,  that 
there  feems  no  very  urgent  reafon  why  it  fliould 
be  retained ;  this  is  indeed  a  fpontaneous  precipita¬ 
tion,  and  contains  a  few  more  metallic  particles ; 
but  not  fufficient  to  produce  any  effe<fts  fuperior 
to  the  former;  and  it  feems  an  unneceffary  and 
ufelefs  trouble  to  croud  in  new  medicines  poffeffed 
only  of  properties  equal  to  thofe  of  older  date 
however,  we  fhall  only  add,  that  if  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
tained,  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  antimony  here 
prefcribed  would  be  fuper-abundant. 


The 
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The  method  prefcribed  for  the  purification  of 

./  -  , 

quick-filver,  which  you  order  to  be  mixed  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  filings  of  iron,  and  diftilled, 
is  not  adequate  to  the  procuring  it  in  its  purefb 
flate ;  for  if  it  fhould  be  adulterated  with  lead  and 

•  ,  v  \  *v  *  • '  '  • 

marcafite,  it  will  not  be  obtained  quite  free  from 
impurities.,  unlefs  combined  with  fait,  or  fulphur, 
as  it  is  in  corrofive  fublimate,  or  cinnabar,  and 

‘  i  '  I  '  •  \ 

then  rectified.  * 

|  4 

%  \ 

The  Cinnabar  is  faffiitia,  though  it  has  Undergone 
a  favourable  correction,  by  adding  forty  ounces  of 

p  :  \  ’  -  / 

quick-filver  to  eight  of  fulphur,  itill  would  have 
been  better  omitted,  as  it  is  almcfl  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  a  medicine  inefficacious  at  belt. 


The  prefcription  for  the  Mercurius  corrofivus 
fublmatus ,  called  Hydrargyrus  muriates ,  has  been 
improved,  and  the  procefs  of  Mr.  Scheele  adop¬ 
ted  for  the  Hydrargyrus  muriates  miiis — which  are 

as  follows : 

cc  Hydrargyrus  Muriatus. 

r. 

t  '  * 

Rj.  cc  Argent i  vivi  purijicati , 

“  Acidi  vitrioli — aa.  2  lb. 

K  “  Thefe  ' 


I 
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“  Thefe  are  to  be  boiled  in  a  glafs  veffeJ,  placed 

«  on  a  land  heat,  until  the  mafs  is  dried ;  when  it 

ec  is  cold,  it  is  to  be  mixed  in  a  glafs  or  earthen 
/  *  * 
“  veflfel,  with  two  and  forty  ounces  of  fea-falt 

«  lightly  calcined  ;  then  fublimed  in  a  glafs  ma- 

«  trafs  by  heat  gradually  increafed ;  afterwards  the 

f<  fublimed  cryftalli.ne  mafs  is  to  be  feparated  from 

“  the  fcoriae.” 

“  Hydrargyrus  Muriatus  mitis. 

Rj.  “  Hydrargyri  purificatt , 

((  Acldi  nitrofi  diluti ,  aa.  5  lb. 
cc  After  thefe  have  been  digefled  for  fome  hours 
“  in  >a  glafs  cucurbit,  let  them  be  boiled,  fhaking 
the  vdfel  now  and  then,  until  the  quick- filver 
iC  fhall  be  dilfolved ;  let  the  liquid,  whilil  it  is 
<c  boiling,  be  poured  out  into  a  glafs  recipient, 
£f  which  contains  another  boiling  liquor,  confining 
<c  of  four  ounces  of  common  fait  diffolved  in  eight 
“  pints  of  difbilled  water:  after  the  white  powder 
u  is  precipitated,  let  the  limpid  liquor  be  poured 
“  off,  and  the  remaining  ponder  wafhed  often 
<f  with  warm  water  till  it  becomes  infipid ;  then 
<c  put  upon  filming  paper,  and  dried  by  a  gentle 
heat.”  To  thefe  we  fhall  add  nothing,  but  in  or¬ 
der 


V 
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der  to  free  it  entirely  from  all  faline  particles, 
we  would  advife  to  wadi  the  product  with  a  fo~ 
Jution  of  one  ounce  of  Sal  ammoniacum ,  diflolved 
in  a  pint  of  boiling  water. 

Mercurius  forrofivus  ruber — your  Hydrargyrum  ni - 
tratus  ruber :  as  no  apothecary  prepares  this  him- 
felf,  we  diall  not  be  particular  in  this  point;  but 
obferve,  you  have  not  ordered  the  nitrous  acid  to 
be  diddled  off,  but  only  the  acid  and  quick-fdver 
to  be  heated  together,  till  the  dry  matter  acquires 
a  red  colour.  This  dire£tion  is  mighty  lame,  for 
the  mercury-  will  have  a  red  colour  when  hot, 
though  it  fhould  not  be  quite  deed  from  its  acid ; 
and  the  certain  proof  of  the  operation  being  well 
performed,  depends  on  its  being  totally  deprived 
of  its  nitrous  air,  after  which  the  dephlogidicated 
#ir  fucceeds, 

-  '  1  .  / ' 

In  confidering  the  Spirituous  diftilled  Waters,  we 
think  they  might  be  improved  by  ,ufmg  equal 
quantities  of  Alchohol  and  diftilled  water,  indead 
of  the  fpirit  commonly  prefcribed.  The  water 
will  tade  much  purer,  and  quite  as  ftrong ;  for  if 

K  %  *  the 
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the  fpirituous  part  is  only  drawn  off,  in  moft  cafes 
it  contains  not  any  odour,  or  tafte  of  the  ingredi? 
ent ;  and  if  the  fubfequent  'phlegma  is  mixed  witl\ 
it,  a  fowerilli  difagreeable  tafte  is  the  confequences 
Perhaps  it  is  lels  perceptible  in  the  Aqua  menth 
fiperitidis  than  any  other,  for  in  this  the  oil  mi^es 

1  1 

more  intimately  with  the  fpirit. 

The  Aqua  calcis  would,  we  think,  bemprepro- 

%  *  »  '  .  :*■  •,  • 

perly  arranged  amongft  the  Salina ,  or  Aqure  me - 

*  \  i  t  t  1  •  ' 

die  ament  of  a.. 

Amongft  the  vinous  Tin&ures,  as  it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  alter  the  Crocus  for  the  Vitrum 
Antimonii ,  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  more  certain 
preparation  would  be  made  by  diffolving  a  given 
quantity  of  emetic  Tartar,  exaftly  prepared,  in 
wine, 

1  /  * 

\  f  *•  '  •  %  *  1  ’  1  ’ 

4> 

But  we  cannot  help  concluding,  that  the  change 
of  the  Rhenilli  wine  in  the  Vinum  ferri ,  for  the 
Spanifh,  is  rather  unfortunate,  infomuch  that  as  it 
now  ftands  it  might  as  well  be  excluded ;  for 
though  the  Chalybeate  wine  has  very  little  iron 
diifolved  in  it,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  four 

#  .  »  '  *  v 


.  / 


times 
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times  the  quantity  when  Rhenifh  wine  is  the  men-, 

* 

firuum,  in  preference  to  any  other. 

♦  i  s 

But  what  mighty  havock  does  the  love  of 
change  create  amongft  your  troop — O  /  ‘Tinctures  ! 
et  cut  bono  ?  Is  the  catalogue  meliorated  ?  We 
cannot  think  fo — but  on  the  contrary  in  many  in¬ 
stances  made  worfe.  If  you  have  been  led  by  any 
regular  plan,  founded  on  fubftantial  reafons  with 

|  1  *  •  i  \ 

regard  to  rejection,  aftuated  by  a  wilh  to  leiTen 
the  number,  by  throwing  out  fuch  as  were  ineffi¬ 
cacious,  more  might  have  been  done.  Why  re¬ 
tain  the  Tin  blur  a  aromatica  dulcis  ?  Does  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  Uvarum  pajfarum  demptis  acinis ,  and  Cocci- 
nella ,  contribute  to  improve  the  Tin  blur  a  aromatica  3 
or  can  the  Semina  carui  boaft  of  greater  virtues 
than  the  Piper  longum  and  Zinziber  ?  To  fuppofe 
it  is  truly  laughable. 

Where  can  be  the  utility  of  forming  a  tindlure 
of  two  ingredients,  always  kept  ready  in  the  ffiops, 
as  in  the  Tinblura  meconii?  Admirable  contrivance ! 
Tinbiura  ihebaica ,  fix  ounces — Spiritus  carui ,  one 
pint.— <Thefe  might  be  prefcribed  feparate  occa¬ 
sionally,  if  requifite.  To  any  real  ufe  it  cannot 

pretend. 


/ 
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pretend.  What  then  could  induce  its  infertion  ? 
Simplicity  and  novelty — Simple  and  novel  enough 
is  the  introduction  we  allow. 

i  . »  -  •  *  f  ■  i '  \  *  y 

* 

Does  the  addition  of  ginger  and  liquorice,  in- 
Head  of  the  Semina  cardamomi ,  and  lowering  the 
Spirit  us  vinofi  tenuior  in  the  Tin  Slur  a  rhabarbari 
eompofita ,  conduce  by  any  means  to  encreafe  its 
power,  or  fo  add  to  its  virtues,  as  authorize  its 

.  m  *  *  . 

having  a  place  in  a  Pharmacopeia,  which  already 
had  a  Tin&ure  of  Rhubarb  made  of  fimilar  in¬ 
gredients  ?  To  aflfert  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  the 
extreme.  Thefe  therefore  would  have  been  better 
expelled — nor  do  we  think  the  Tinblura  galbani  me¬ 
rits  to  be  treated  with  more  lenity.  > 

V  I;  *  T  - 

It  will  be  granted  that  in  forming  any  compo- 
fitions  of  a£tive  ingredients,  which  have  a  naufe- 
ous  difagreeable  taile,  it  fhould  he  contrived  to 
give  thefe  in  the  fmalleft  dofe  poflible,  to  render 
them  the  leaft  offenfive  to  the  patient.  Why  then 
give  us  a  TinSlure  of  Aloes  with  fo  fmall  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  aloes,  loaded  with  three  times  the  quantity 
of  Succus  hyjpanicus ,  and  Spiritus  vini  tenmior ,  low¬ 
ered  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water  ?  Given  as 


a 


\ 
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a- quack  medicine,  under  the  title  Beaume  ok  Vie 
there  were  fufficient  reafons  for  its  being  thus 
compounded,  that  it  might  be  taken  in  large 
quantities,  lumping  pennyworths  given  for  a  penny, 
and  the  confumption  encreafed — befides  difguifing 
the  compound  But  God  forbid  fuch  arguments 

N. 

fhould  be  prevalent  with  a  learned,  liberal-mind¬ 
ed,  medical  Committee.— We  would  advife  an  alte¬ 
ration  by  all  means,  more  fcientific  knowledge,  and 
lefs  of  the  Fid  ES  CIRCULATOR  I  A. 

■  .  ,  '  '  ' 

Plumptree,  Mead,  Sloane,  Hulse,  He- 
berden,  &rc.  names  held  in  high  eilimation  in 
the  medic  world,  muft  fall  in  their  confequence, 
if  there  can  be  any  propriety  in  your  alteration  of 
the  <TinEhira  cardamwii ;  for  they  confidered  eight 
ounces  of  the  Semina  cardamomi  minora  decor ticat a 
only  fufficient  to  impregnate  two  pints  of  the  Spi-^ 
ritus  vinofus  tenuior — you  have  given  us  only  three, 
to  the  fame  proportion  of  the  menftruum.  What 
a  difference  !  The  caufe- — may  we  be  permitted 
to  conjecture  ?  The  oldphyficians  probably  dared 
to  think  for  themfclves — -you,  fraught  with  more 
humiliating  condefcenfion,  have  liflened  to  the 
'0iCe  of  the  oppreiled.  Some  fleady,  plodding 

apothecary 


'  '  .  ■'/ 
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apothecary  has  whifpered  into  one  of  your  ear£— - 
Times  are  hard — medicines  dear — Par  pari  refe~ 
ram ,  Doftiflimum!  It  is  a  prevailing  argument — - 

)  '•?  *  /  •  i  .*  . 

Here  there  is  ufe — lefs  cardamoms,  more  tin  dure  5 

more  tindure,  more  profit  you  are  not  hurt,  the 

/  <  \, 

apothecary  is  benefited,  and  the  public  pays  the 
piper.  Let  confcience,  good  Committee,  go  hand 
in  hand  with  your  duty  ;  reftore  your  tindure, 

and  blufh  to  tax  the  community  fo  unmercifully ; 

,  "  * 

for  all  impofitions  in  medicine  is  one  of  the  fe¬ 
vered  taxes  mankind  can  experience,  as  from 
them  there  is  no  appeal. 

/  1  .  * ) 

1 

The  Elixir  of  vitriol  as  made  with  the  Tin  Aura 

*■  *  *  ^  j.  '  ^ 

aromatic  a  wanted  alteration,  as  the  materials  im- 

<  1 

bibed  by  the  menftruum  were  on  the  additon  of 
the  acid  precipitated;  but  it  might  have  been  left 
out  altogether,  as  the  Acidum  vitrioli  dilutmn 
will  anfwer  perfedly  every  purpofe ;  and  hence 
the  expence  of  the  fpirits  be  laved. 

/  '  '  j 

The  'Tin Aura  Eleuthcria ,  fhould  be  called  Car- 

1  • 

carilla ,  as  this  iafc  Hands  in  the  Materia  Medicay 
or  the  Carcarilla — Eleutheria ,  as  you  in  your  wif- 
dom  think  moil  eligible. 

Wd 
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We  are  forry  to  fee  the  Paregoric  elixir  totally 
expunged,  and  its  place  fupplied  by  the  Elixir 
Opiiy  a  medicine  for  which  there. was  no  occalion, 
as 'Tintiura  opii  would,  by  the  proper  reduction  of 
the  dofe,  anfwer  every  purpofe  being  only  an 
opiate  ten  times  as  Itrong  as  the  elixir ;  one  drop 
of  the  former  would  be  equal  to  ten  of  the  lat¬ 
ter,  and  1  prefume  we  fhould  never  want  to 
give  them  in  a  more  reduced  dofe.  But  the  Elixir 
paregoricum ,  by  an  omiffion  of  the  Flores  benzoini , 
which  we  know  to  be  an  acid,  and  might  counter¬ 
act  the  action  of  the  .opium,  would  be  one  of  the 
belt  guarded  opiates  we  are  in  pofleflion  of — as  it 
produces  in  a  gentle  degree  all  the  good  confe- 
quences  of  opium  without  its  debilitating,  and 
other  difagreeable  effeCts,  fuch  as  vertigo,  naufea, 
&c. ;  befides,  it  boafts  of  an  addition  in  its  anti- 
fpafmodic  powers,  by  having  camphor,  and  oil  of 
annifeeds,  united  in  its  competition,  particularly 
in  cafes  of  flatulence,  and  hyfteric  inteftinal  af- 
.feCtions  from  cold,  &c.  In  cattarrhal  defluxions, 
where  acrid  ferum  is  depofited  upon  the  lungs, 

•  ”  i 

from  the  fame  caufe,  it  is  extremely  ufeful ;  and 
many  other  inflances  might  be  given  of  its  fupe- 

L  ‘  rior 
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tior  efficacy  to  a  Tincture  of  opium  merely. — For 
the  retention  of  this  practice  pleads  highly -in  its 
favour*  whilft  the  addition  of  liquorice  to  the 

*  '  *  c  •  ■  j  \ 

fame  proportion  of  opium*  is  a  fubftitutje  fhame- 
fully  futile*  as  it  is  ridjculoufiy  whimfical ;.  but 
liquorice  feems  to  be  the  favourite  of  the  day* 
foifled  into  feveral  preferiptions  in  fmali  propor¬ 
tions*  though  a  child  may  chew  a  pound  of  fit 
without  any  fenfible  effedl*  and  can  only  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  faccharine  demulcent*  which  fhould  be 
adminiftered  in  infinitely  larger  quantities  to  be 
beneficial. 

§ 

In  looking  over  the  lilt  of  Syrups*  wre  think  the 
Syruyus  crcci  might  have  been  as  well  left  out,  as. 
it  has  long  fince  been  proved  that  the  mighty  vir- 

9  r“  .  »  ■  m  ... 

tues  attributed  to  this  produ6lion  of  nature  with 
which  it  is  made*  by  the  more  antient  phyficians 
even  given  in  fmali  quantities*  do  not  exift*  when  ad- 
miniltered  in  much  larger;  unlefs  it  is  preferved  as 
a  colouring  ingredient,  like  Coccinella *  to  pleafe  the 
eye;  but  in  that  of  rofes  there  wants  precifion  in  the 
prefeription*  as  it  is  made  of  a  portion  of  the  liquor 
left  after  the  diflillation  of  role  water ;  for  here  no 


quantity 


quantity  of  water  is  fpecified,  and  therefore  the 
impregi  e:ion  may  be  weaker  or  ftronger  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  proportion  ufed,  the  fyrup  gonfequently 
will  labour  under  the  fame  inconvenience,  and  be 

at  lafl  a  very  uncertain  medicine. — For  you  mull 
. 

fuppofe  it  of  fome  ufe,  or  of  no  ufe ;  if  the  for¬ 
mer,  it  is  wrong  to  leave  the  preparation  under  fo 
vague  a  defeription  j  if  the  latter,  its  retention  is 
nonfenfical. 

t 

,  i 

In  the  table  fpecifying  the  old  from  the  new 

'  'V 

names,  we  find  the  Puivis  aloeticus  cum  ferre — fup~ 
plying  the  place  of  Pilule  ecphrafticte*  And  hence 
we  naturally  conclude  the  compofitions  under  each 
of  thefe  titles  the  fame,  or  nearly  fo  \  though  in 
this  inflance  \ve  are  lead  into  errqr  if  we  perfifl  in 
fo  conje&uring—in  proof  then  we  final!  tranferibe 
the  two.  -  i 


(  ) 


VlLVLJE  ECPHRATIC^. 

fij.  Pilularum*  aromaticarum, 
3  oz- 

Rhabarbari 
Extra&i  Gentians 
Salis  Martis — aa.  i  oz. 
Salis  Abfmthii,  \  oz. 
M.  &  form,  cum  Syr. 
Rofarum  folutivo. 

f  1 

*  Aloes  Socotorinse,  -~oz. 
Gum  Guaiaci,  1  oz. 
Specierum  aromaf.  i  oz. 
Balfam.  Peruv.  i  oz. 

M.  f.  a.  cum  Syrupo  Cor- 
ticis  Aurantiorum. 


Pulvis  Aloeticus  cuv 
Fep.ro. 

\  •  ’  ,  Tt 

7?;.  Pulv.  e  Myrrhaf  Compof. 
2  oz. 

Aloes  Socotorinse,  \  oz. 
Extr.  Gentiani  duri 

Salis  Ferri - aa.  i  oz. 

in  pulverem  redigantur. 

f  Fol.  ficcat.  Rute 

- Pulegii 

Myrrhae - aa.  i^oz. 

A(a;fetid^ 

Sagapeni 
Caitcrei  Ruflici 
Oppopanacis — aa.  i  oz. 
redigantur  inpulverem. 


Thefe  preferiptions,  confiding  one  of  eleven  in¬ 
gredients,  the  other  of  ten — three  out  of  which 
are  only  fimilar,  but  the  Sal  Martis  being  in  a  de¬ 
compounded  date,  therefore  there  can  be  only  two 

alike,  which  are  the  extradt  of  Gentian  and  Aloe?, 

* 

are  faid  one  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  othei;. 

i  %  i 

The  fuccedaneum  here  is  a  mod  unfortunate 
contrivance,  becaufe  in  fadt  the  medicines  are  al- 
moft  as  widely  different  as  poffible ;  one  being 

■ 

merely  dimulant  and  aperient,  whild  the  other  is 

% 

deobftruentj  antifpafmodicj  tonic  and  aperient. 


We 


r 

\ 
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We  might  as  well  call  mercurial  pills  joined 
with  rhubarb,  and  fteel  pills  coupled  with  the  fame, 
ilmilar. 

•  i 

Befides,  from  the  compofitions  of  this  powder, 

-  V  X 

as  well  as  many  other  preparations,  \vere  we  to 
form  our  opinion  of  that  boafted  love  of  concife- 
nefs,  and  philofophical  feledtion  in  your  choice  and 
formation  of  compounds,  you  have  held  forth  to 
the  world,  we  fhould  rather  conclude  you  mean  to 

play  upon  us  by  w^ords,  than  convince  by  proofs, 

< 

that  you  difliked  farraginous  maffes ;  for  certainly 
the  retaining  of  a  medicine  loaded  with  ufelefs 
materials,  or  altering  it  for  another  equally  in¬ 
cumbered,  fpeak  a  language  very  difcordant  with 
fuch  an  afiertion. 

~  / 

v 

Nor  to  a  chemical  eye  can  the  retention  of  the 
Pulvis  e  chelis  cancrorum  compofitus  fet  your  abilities 
forth  in  a  favourable  light ;  if  any  compofition  in 
the  whole  Specimen  can  prove  your  defect  of 
knowledge,  it  is  certainly  this ;  for  the  Chelae  can- 
crorum  confift  of  a  calcareous  earth,  part  of  which 
is  combined  with  phofphoric  acid,  and  glutinous 
matter  3  the  Cor  allium  rubrum  contains  the  fame, 

and 


N 


f- •  .  / 

-  V  v 

(  So  ) 

and  thefe  are  mixed  with  chalk,  a  fomethine:  more 
pyre  calcareous  earth,  to  form  the  compound 
hence  have  you  calcareous  earth  joined  with  nau- 
feous  impurities,  inftead  of  pure  abforbents.  The 
C/reta ,  and  Peft#  cftrecrum ,  will  better  fupply  the 
place,  and  if  calcareous  earth  is  defired  to  be  com¬ 
bined  with  phofphoric  acid,  it  may  be  found  in  a 
pure  ftate  in  the  Cornu  cervi  uftum . 

The  Pulvis  contrayerv £  ccmpofitus  might  as  well 
be  exploded,  as  the  fimple  powder  may  be  order¬ 
ed  at  pleafure ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  kept,  it  ffiould 
be  altered,  for  the  reafons  above  advanced,  with 
refpeft  to  the  abforbents  with  which  it  is  joined^ 
and  the  Pefta  ofireorum  fupply  the  place, 

'  N  v  y  '  1  * 

As  there  is  fo  little  difference  between  the  Pul -  -• 
vis  e  myrrhd  compojitus  and  the  PiluU  gummofie>  one 
of  thefe  might  be  abolifhed  ;  for  they  are  the  fame-* 
except  the  addition  of  Pulvis  rut  a- — Pulegii  and 
Caftoreum  in  the  former,  and  Galbatium  in  the  lat¬ 
ter,  Now  the  Rue,  and  Penny-royal,  given  in 
iuch  fmall  quantities  at  a  dofe,  as  they  are  in  this 
powder,  can  have  no  efficacy ;  and  the  PiluU  gum- 
mof<c  being  a  better  medicine  by  the  addition  of 

/  "  V  ' 

Galbanum> 


Galbanum ,  the  Caftor  might  be  added  to  the  dry 
ingredients  of  thefe  pills,  and  kept  in  the  form  of 

i 

powder;  the  compofition  would  be  more  effica¬ 
cious. 

The  Pulvis  e  fcamnonio  compofitus — and  the  pulvis 

e  Jcammonio  ex  aloe — -are  compofitions  againft  which 

* 

there  lie  two  objections.  In  the  firft,  as  extract  of 
jalap  enters  the  compofition,  it  will  be  apt  to  at¬ 
tract  moifture  from  the  air,  and  hence  never  be 
capable  of  being  kept  in  the  form  of  a  good 
powder.— In  the  fecond,  the  tafte  will  be  infinitely 
too  naufeous  in  this  form,  added  to  the  former 
objection. — And,  as  pills,  the  Extrahlum  catharti- 
cum  feems  not  ill  calculated  to  produce  every  de¬ 
fined  effeCt. 

As  we  have  ffiewn  fufficient  objections  to  the 
Chela  cancrorum ,  and  there  can  be  no  ufe  in  the 
Boie  in  the  ‘Tab  ell  a  e  cretd ,  the  compofition  would 
have  been  much  meliorated  by  their  omifc* 

fion.  ’  f, 

•  i  . 

»  *-  .  •  / 

The  PiluLe  aloe  tic  a  cum  Myrrh  d,  as  they  are  only 
rormed  of  the  Pulvis  ex  aloe  cum  Myrrh d  beat  up 

HJHQHS  <  ,  s  >  *.  ■■ 

with 
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with  fyrup — there  feems  to  be  not  the  leaft  he- 
eeffity  for  their  introduction ;  they  might  always 
be  made  if  neceffary,  and  extemporancoufly. 

AmongfttheEleClaries,  why  the  Balfamum  Loca- 
tellty  which  you  call  Eleffarum  e  Cera ,  has  been  re- 
ferved  we  cannot  devife  ;  for  certainly  it  is  a  com- 
pofltion  more  calculated  to  clog  and  load  the 
ftomach,  than  be  of  any  effential  fervice : — its  total 
rejection  would  have  done  you  more  credit;  or  if 
you  were  wedded  to  the  greafy  compound,  mut¬ 
ton  fuet  would  have  better  fupplied  the  place 

.  i 

of  vTax. , 

«  # 

9  • 

The  Confettio  cardiacay  now  Aromaticdy  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  moft  injudicioufly  contrived  medicine 
winch  we  know  You  have  ordered,  at  leaft 
have  contented,  that  a  Tincture  fhould  be  made  of 
Cardamom  feeds,  Zedoary,  and  Saffron,  and  eva¬ 
porated.  Now  thefe  will  give  moft  of  their  fub- 
tle,  odoriferous  parts,  to  the  fpirits  in  which  they 
are  infufed,  and  fly  off  with  it  in  evaporation,  or 
diftillation,  if  that  procefs  fhould  be  made  ufe  of, 
and  leave  a  refiduum  loaded  with  phlegma  of  a 
difagreeable  offenfive  tafle ;  to  which  you  add 

i 

CheldC 


) 


-  (  S3  ) 

Cheld  carter  or  um.  Aromatics ,  and  Sugar,  fo  as  tw 
form  your  confection. 


Your  medicine  then  confifls  of  a  fyrup  made 
with  the  moft  ufelefs  and  difagreeable  parts  of  Saf¬ 
fron,  Zedoary,  and  Cardamoms,  a  proportion  of 
the  moft  impure  calcareous  earth,  with  a  fmall  mo¬ 
dicum  of  Cinnamon,  Nutmegs,  Cloves,  and  Saf- 
fron,  which  allow  fcarce  more  than  half  a  grain  of 
each  to  a  common  dofe. 


We  fhould  fuppofe  a  more  effectual  medicine 

.  .  .  - 

might  be  made  in  the  following  manner ; 


Let  the  Zedoary  be  infufed  in  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  proof  Spirit,  to  afford  on  decantation  two 
pints  and  an  half,  *and  placed  in  a  fand  heat,  in  a 

*  •  t>  '  • 

receiver  clofe  flopped,  for  fome  days,  giving  them 
daily  pretty  flrong  degrees  of  heat :  then  pour  off 
the  clear  liquor,  and  add  the  Saffron  and  Carda¬ 
moms,  powdered  with  the  other  Aromatics  and  Su¬ 
gar,  fo  as  to  form  the  compofition*  Here  will  be 
a  much  more  effectual  cordial ,  and  fhould  it  be 
neceffary  to  give  abforbents  along  with  it,  they 
might  be  added  at  pleafure  in  any  eligible  form. 

M  ,  With 


I 


(  84  ) 


With  regard  to  the  Aqua  me  die  amenti>Ja>  we  fhatl 
only  exprefs  our  diflike  of  the  retention  of  So  ge¬ 
neral  a  term  to  fo  trifling  a  part  of  the  fubjeft. — < 
Pray,  are  not  all  your  Waters,  Pills,.  Powders, 
Eleclaries,  Tin&ures,  &c.  medicamentoja  ?  Do 

they  not  all  as  well  deferve  the  epithet  ?  Cer- 

*  ■  :  "  .  * 

tainly  they  do.  It  would,  as  the  materials  includ¬ 
ed  undeV  this  head  are  adapted  for  external  ap¬ 
plications,  therefore  be  advifeable  to  alter  the  term 
for  Lot  tones  only.  This  would  be  a  proper  and  . 
ufeful  diftinftion  j  and  we  no  lefs  difapproye  of 
the  preferving  both  the  Emplaftra  cum  Ladano — as 
on  comparifon  it  muff  be  allowed  one  might  have 
been  rejedled— Ecce  ! 


Emplastru m  e  Pice  Bur.' 

GUNDICA. 


Empeastrum  e  Pice  La* 

\  DANO. 


Rj.  Picis  Burgund,  2  lb. 
Ladani  Mollis,  1  lb. 
Refine  Flavse,  Ceras  Fla¬ 
ys,  aa.  40Z. 

Ol  ei  expreffi  Macis, 
dicti,  1  oz. 

M.  f.  a. 


Rj.  Ladani  Mollis,  3  oz. 
Thuris,  1  dr. 

Glei  Mentha^  effentialis. 

1  oz. 

Olei  exprefli  Macis, 
di<5H,  i  oz. 

M.  1'.  a. 


This  ftands  forth,  amongfl  many  others,  a  moft 
indifputable  proof  of  a  carelefs,  fiovenly  inatten¬ 
tion  $  which  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed,  nor  un¬ 
reproved, 

# 

‘  '  a  .  •>  \ 

'  1  5 1 '  ‘  •  r  •  ■  r  , 


. 


Uf;  C  )  . 

reproved,  in  a  work  of  the  nature  of  this  before 
us.  But  your  failure  in  point  of  concifenefs  h 
more  glaringly  confpicuous. 

r.;  .  /  ■  •  ;  ;  .  '  •  ,  ; 

Your  predeceffors,  in  their  performance  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  gained  the  Univerfal  applaufe  of 
different  countries  in  paying  regard  to  that  point’ 
as  much  as  they  could,  confident  with  the  date  in 
which  phyfic  dood  at  that  time.  They  feem  to 
have  confidered  the  Multum  in  parvo — you  the 
Parvum  in  multo — little  excellence,  and  large 
wade  of  paper.— For  you  have  given  us  no  lefs 

it 

than  feven-  preparations  of  fquills — three  of  which, 

at  the  utmod,  would  have  anfwered  every  pur- 
»  * 

pofe  5  and  eight  of  opium,  belldes  the  Syrupus  pa- 
p  averts  albi — olim, — e  meconio — which  title  you  have 
rejedted  in  this  place,  and  adopted  in  the  <Tin£faira 
meconii.  cc  Horae  mutaverunt,  et  vos  mutadi§ 
c‘  in  illis.”  For  this  change,  it  is  the  only  reafon 

.  •  /  j-  .x  v  * 

can  be  given.  But  do  you  not  think,  that  puri¬ 
fied  opium,  with  the  dndture  and  a  powder  judi- 
cioufly  prepared,  would  be,  on  every  account,  fuf- 
dcient  to  be  referved  ?  Indeed  it  mud  be  allowed, 
that  in  general  powerful  medicines  diould  be  prefer¬ 
red  only  in  fuch  forms  as  their  dofe  may  be  afeer- 

M  2  tained 


i\  .  *  t.  S'  '  vv  :*  /  J  •  4' 
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tallied  with  the  greatefl  exaditude.  Nor  fhould 

-  '  t  *  .  ,4  •  , 

they  ever  be  kept  in  a  compounded  Hate,  without 
their  virtues  are  increafed,  or  they  are  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  meliorated  by  being  preferved  in  that  date ; 

•  *  ■  % 

particularly  when  in  a  fimple  form  they  may  be  add¬ 
ed  to  any  other  ingredients  which  the  nature  of  any 
morbid  cafe  requires.  However,  to  your  wifdom 
we  muff  leave  the  confideration  of  thefe  things,  as 
well  as  what  we  have  in  general  advanced,  and 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  as  the  whole  civilized  part 
of  mankind  are  linked  together  by  a  chain  of  de¬ 
pendencies,  one  relying  on  the  other  for  fupport 
and  emolument,  in  order  to  render  life  refpedable 

and  happy,  as  the  nature  of  their  fituations  will 

•  ‘  .  *■  * 

permit ;  it  mu5  give  great  pleafure  to  a  thinking 
mind,  receding  on  the  various  avocations  of  the 
different  clades,  to  view  many  of  them  labouring 
to  promote  general  welfare  by  the  molt  indefatiga¬ 
ble  indulhy,  unwearied  in  the  moll  intricate  pur- 
fuits,  and  devoting  their  lives  to  intenfe  dudies, 
and  philofophical  inveftigations,  to  bring  to  per- 
fedion  the  particular  arts  which  divine  Providence 
has  alloted  them  to  cultivate.  Nor  could  that  re- 
fledion  be  fed  with  higher  fatisfadion  than  in  far- 

i  f  •  *  i 

y  eying  the  efforts  of  the  leading  charaders  in  the 

medical 
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medical  worlds  contending  to  wipe  away  errors 
from  a  branch  of  fcience,  on  which  life  and  health 
fo  much  depends  j  indefatjgably  labouring  to  ren¬ 
der  the  healing  art  more  efficacious.,  and  certain  in 
its  operation,  by  ulhering  into  the  world  compo- 
fitions,  and  materials,  inftruments  of  their  power, 
more  productive  of  general  utility  than  heretofore ; 
altering  fuch  as  were  ineffectual,  and  refcinding 
thole  whofe  component  parts  united  formed  a  far¬ 
rago  of  inconfiftencies  and  abfurdities,  owing  to 
the  want  of  philofophic  information  properly  con¬ 
veyed,  and  fuperftitious  credulity  of  former  times, 
when  phyfic  lacked  thofe  improvements  which 
latter  days  have  fupplied. 

When  we  obferve  a  body  of  phyficians  united  ‘ 
with  thefe  circumftances,  whether  they  have  been 
feleCted  by  merit,  jumbled  together  by  royal  man¬ 
date,  or  huddled  into  felf-formed  focieties,  we 
cannot  avoid  giving  praife  to  their  labours,  and 
paying  the  ftriCteft  attention  to  their  publications, 
led  to  believe  they  have  been  actuated  by  princi¬ 
ples  truly  philanthropic  j  and  fhouldthey  be  guilty 
of  any  errors,  they  would  not  meet  with  any  fe- 
vere  reprimand  5  for  the  world  knows  Humanwn  eft 

err  ax  $ 
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err  are,  to  be  an  adage  as  applicable  to  feled  bp- 
dies  of  men.,  as  well  as  to  individuals  3  particularly 
when  they  have  imbibed  principles*  the  fallacy  of 
which  is  very  difficult  to  difcover. 

But  when  they  perfifb  in  error  agaipil  the  voice  of 
conviction*  how  can  they  be  confidered  otherwife 
than  men  elevating  themfelves  on  the  pedeftal  of 
vanity  3  flaves  of  felf-confequence — obftinate  from 

mifconception — deviating  from  their  predecefTors 

»  “  *  * 

for  the. fake  of  deviation — making  innovations  in 
the  aft — or  forming  alterations  merely  from  the 
Rabies  4iterandi ?  U nj3er  thefe  circilrhitances*  how 
can  we  prevent  a  fmile  of  pity*  if  not  of  con¬ 
tempt*  from  forcing  itfelf  upon  our  countenance* 

r  * 

and  lamenting  that  the  filver  beard  of  Hippocra¬ 
tes  fnould  be  befrhearcd  by  the  froth  of  pedantic 
oflentation  ?  tc  Quin  de  vobis  fabula  narreturne 
(i  terrifica  tails  ?  ”  Your  Pharmacopoeia  mud:  de¬ 
termine  whether  you  merit  it  or  not.  We  hope 
the  contrary — we  hatter  ourfelves*  that  you  will 
oblige  us  witli  a  Specimen  alterum  reformatum — 
nor  Hand  in  need  of  the  advice  given  on  another 
occafion*  which  we  ffiall  be  lorry  in  this  to  find 
a]3plicable : 

“  Ferro 


1 


c ;  «9  ) 

cc  Porro  non  Pint  jadatores  inanes,  ut  empifi- 
“  corum  more,  multa  promittant,  et  pauca  ef- 
Cf  ficiant. — Non  alios  contemnant — neque  medica- 
“  nienta  fua  fpecifica  extollant,  quia  juxta  illud 
‘f  proverbium  tritum,  Laus  propria  Jordet ; — me- 
cc  lius  eft,  quando  ab  aliis  laudes  proineritas  ex- 
c<  pedent.” 

i  *  / 
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CORRIGENDA. 

V1* 


Page, 

4 

line . 
7 

*  , 

For  prefented,  read  circulated* 

’  6 

2a 

• 

For  form,  read  from . 

7 

13 

Dele  fo. 

9 

17 

For  impelled,  read  egged  on. 

IO 

20 

For  Fourceoy,  read  Fourcroy , 

— 

24 

For  adapt u,  read  adapter. 

14 

17 

For  acetatum ,  read  a'iratum, 

> 

2  6 

17 

For  /zr/Vj,  read  acid. 

A 

32 

6 

For  attenuating ,  read  attettuant . 

— 

10 

For  e*,  read  cum. 

— 

\ 

1 1 

For  read  ctrm. 

52 

6 

For  cedin  ',  read  cedile . 

82 

5 

For  Eleftarum*  read  Elcttarium. 
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